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Hilgrim Bearendants

“‘The Lost Colony of Mayflower Descendants in Cape May
County’’ would be a fitting title for this reverent attempt te
show the gencalogical eonnection between the Old Coleny of
Plymouth, where the author was reared, and the County of
Cape May, where the author is now a resident pastor. And
in truth for many years the Pilgrim ancestry of our County
of Cape May was unknown to the outside world, and long for-
gotten by the descendants within the County itself. Doubt-
less, in the early days, letters passed from Hannah Gorham
Whilldin of Cape May to her brothers and sisters, of whom
there were ten, in the Old Colony, and it is even possible
that such letters counld be found, as Goodwin says in his Pil-
grim Republic of like letters in Plymouth County, in old
garrets and out of the way places where they are not looked
for. How long the memory of the early home remained, we
cannot say, but we can be certain Barnstable, the home of the
Gorhams, and Yarmouth, the home of the Whilldins and El-
dredges, were not immediately forgotten. As far as the older
documents relate, no mention is made of the Plymouth an-
eestry of the settlement, and by the third generation it is
probable no memory of it was left—the settlers were too busy,
and perhaps too practical, to think of ancestry.

The several writers upon the subjeet of the history of
Cape May have all overlooked and seemed to have no knowl-
edge of the most interesting faet in our history—a fact of
the greatest interest to the student of peoples and their mi-
grations, namely, that the early settlers of the County brought
with them the stock of the Pilgrim Fathers of Plymouth and
that the majority of the older families are, by intermarriage,
of Pilgrim descent. Here in Cape May a grand daughter of
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the Pilgrim John Howland was buried—the grave un-
known, probably washed away by the encroaching sea—here
she lived and reared her family, and her descendants are
many, both here, as well as among the many hundreds who
have gone out into other parts of our country—some in dis-
tant States, who do not suspect their Pilgrim anecestry.

The most complete published genealogical record of the
county is the work of the Rev. Daniel Lawrence Hughes, D. D.,
entitled ‘‘The Divine Covenant Fulfilled in Pious House-
holds, from 1711-1891.”7 It eontains an account of the
author’s ancestors on both sides, the several collateral lines
of descent, and his family and deseendants to the year 1891,
yet Dr. Hughes does not show the slightest knowledge of his
own Pilgrim anecestry, or that of his wife, who family his-
tory he writes out in detail. Descended from the Pilgrim
John Howland in two lines, and his wife in still another, he
was utterly unconscious that he was providing for the student
and investigator one of the most important eontributions to
the subjeet of Pilgrim ancestry ever written. In attempting
this work, I acknowledge my great indebtedmess to Dr.
Hughes’ valuable record. Necessarily all the genealogical
material of ‘“The Divine Covenant Fulfilled in Pious House-
holds’’ is ineluded in this book, the connection with the Pil-
grim ancestor being indicated and traced out and, as far as
possible, the several lines being brought down to date, making
double the material of the original work. In the additional
notes at the end of the volume, other names and dates are
given, including the notiece of the Lawrence Family, as given
by Dr. Hughes, although not, as far as known, of Mayflower
ancestry. Thus all the genealogical material of Dr., Hughes’
work, now out of print, is included in the records following.

Miss Eleanor Harris, of Philadelphia, has given me valuable
assistance in the history of the Whilldin-Edmunds line, and
Mrs. Joseph C. Eldredge, of Cold Spring, and Mr. Joseph
Linerd Eldredge, of Philadelphia, have given valuable aid.
The unpublished work of the late Charles Welsh Edmunds
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bhas been at my disposal, through my membership in the
Pennsylvania Historical Society, where Mr. Edmunds’ price-
less work is deposited.

Stillwell’s ‘‘Leamings of Cape May’ shows the same
lack of information as to the intermarriages of the family
the author is deseribing, and there is no hint that the first
Thomas Leaming married into the Pilgrim stock, Hannah,
his wife being fourth in descent from John Howland. On
this three hundredth anniversary of the Landing of the Pil-
grims at Plymouth, when all things pertaining to the Pil-
grims and their descendants are in the thought of the whole
nation, I express this belief, that there are more descendants
of the Mayflower in Cape May County, New Jersey, than in
Plymouth County, Massachusetts, the landing place.

The connecting link between the settlement in the Old
Colony of Plymouth and the settlement at Cape May is the
manuseript known as the ‘“Wast Book’ of Colonel John
Gorham, written during the Louisburg expedition, 1745, a
part of which document first appeared in the January, 1898,
number of the New York Genealogical and Biographical
Record, that publication having printed notes of it with other
interesting records relating to the Gorham family in the
April and October numbers of 1897. In April 1898, the New
England Historieal and Genealogical Register printed a fac-
simile of the complete document, which is given in this vol-
ume in so far as it pertains to the subject of Mayflower an-
cestry in Cape May County.

By the Peace of Utrecht in 1713, Cape Breton Island was
given to the French, who at great expense had erected a
powerful fortress, enclosing and commanding the ample har-
bor, furnishing a rendezvous for French fleets and privateers
—an inereasing danger to the New England fishermen on the
Banks. The overthrow of the stronghold was proposed in
1745, Governor Shirley of Massachusetts having induced the
legislative body of that Colony to undertake the reduction of
the threatening fortress.
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A foree of some three thousand six hundred men, mostly
from Massachusetts under Colonel William Pepperell, ac-
eompanied by a fleet of one hundred New England vessels
and a British squadron under Commodore Warren, earried
the undertaking through to a triumphant eonclusion. The
investment began April 30, 1745, and the garrison of six-
teen hundred men surrendered forty-nine days later. The
part of Colonel John Gorham, the author of the “‘‘Wast
Book,”” in the capture of Louisburg is related by himself in
a letter to Sir William Pepperell, Parson’s Life of Pepperell,
page 240 (quoted in New England Historical and Genea-
logical Register, April, 1898) .
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Leiter of Colonel John Gorham to Sir William
Pepperell, and the ¢ Wast Book ”

Halifax, July 5, 1751,
“I did your message to our Governor, who since tells
me he has wrote your honor. I take the freedom to remind
your honor how I ecame to be in that glorions expedition
against Louisburg. I was sent up to recruit from Annapolis
Royal, by Governor Mascarene, as that fort was then in great
danger of falling into the hands of the enemy, and this ex-
pedition being then in embryo, I was importuned by Gover-
nor Shirley, and desired by your honor and many more of
the council, to raise a number of men, and purchase whale
boats and proeeed in the expedition, as I did, upon condition
of my having the liberty of going home (to England) with
your honor’s packet in my sloop, as soon as the English flag
should be hoisted at Lounisburg. But I was disappointed in
this, and received no commission in his royal regiment. My
father died, and most of his regiment at Louisburg. But
I thank you for giving me the Commission of Colonel of my
father’s regiment and now I solicit a letter of recommenda-
tion abroad, and assistance to earry through my memorial to
the Legislature of Massachusetts.’’

In 1752 Colonel Gorham’s widow wrote a letter to Gover-
nor Cornwallis, dated Boston, June 8, in which she says:
“‘My dearly beloved husband in his loyal service to the King
has expended his entire fortune.’’ (Bourne Papers, Harvard
College Library.)

‘While still at Lonisburg, in the leisure moments following
the vietory, Colonel Gorham wrote out the history of his
family, beginning with the ancestor who first eame from Eng-

T
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land, and continuing the line down to the marriage of Hannah
Gorham and Joseph Whilldin, and their removal to Cape May.
The manuseript is entitled :—

The Rise of the Family of Gorhams (Louisburg February
7, 1745-6) taken from Captain George Gorham.

My Great Great Grand Father and family came out of
some part of England and lived at Marshfield and had one
Son Nam’d aftr him John Gorum, alias Gorham—Which Son
aftr Having Marryed With an Howland and had Severall
Children Went home to England and Returnd Soone again
to his family—

His Father Lived & Died att Marshfield and whats Re-
markable He was a Joiner and Made his Coffin himself for
Severall Years before he Died and Used to Keep apples in
It as a Chest Untill He died & used it.

The Son John that marrid Desire Howland and Went to
England Moved from marshfield to Barnstable and Settled
there In order to begin a Township afterward Called Bara-
stable. Built mills—tan fatts ete.

Children—Namly—Sons James—John—dJoseph—jabez
and Shubell now Living.

Daughters—Elzebeth—maryd a Hallet att Sandwich.
Temperance maryd Thomas Baxter an old England man.
Lived at Yarmouth Desire Gorham-—maryd Capt. Haws
Yarmouth~-having his Leg Cut off Died with it.

Lydia-Gorham Maryd Coll John Thacher.

Hannah—maryd a Wheelding boath movd to Cape-may.

The last line in this extract from Colonel Gorham’s
f¢Wast Book’’ is the connecting link between the Old Colony
of Plymouth and Cape May.
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The ““Wast Book” of Colonel Gorham

The ‘““Wast Book’’ was for many years among the
papers of Eben Parsons of Byfield, Massachusetts, who mar-
ried in May, 1767, Mary Gorham, and became the possession
of his son, Gorham Parsons, upon whose death in 1844, the
book was handed down through several generations of the
family, until it eame into the possession of Mr. John Gor-
ham of Cleveland, Ohio. (See New England Historical and
(Genealogical Register for April, 1898).

The ‘“Wast Book’’ eontains one erron—~Captain John
Crorham. was the son of Ralph, not of John, as Colonel John
states. This is proved by the record of Plymouth Colony.

The three facts upon which the Pilgrim ancestry of Cape
May County rests are stated in this record.

(1.) Captain John Gorham married Desire Howland,
daughter of John Howland of the Mayflower. From the
records of Plymouth Colony and other sources we find
that Desire Howland, daughter of the Pilgrim, was born
at Plymouth in 1624, died at Barnstable, Plymouth Colony,
18 October, 1683; married at Plymouth in 1643 to John
Gorham. Desire came of a large family, the children of her
parents, John and Elizabeth (Tilley) Howland, being ten in
number. There are four John Gorhams named in the ‘“Wast
Book,”” which of course must be distinguished. (1) The
Colonel John Gorham of the Louisburg expedition of 1745,
the author of the *“Wast Book.”” (2) His great-great-grand-
father, whose son was named for him. (3) The son, Captain
John Gorham ; but here we find a mistake, Captain John Gor-
ham was as has been said the son of Ralph, not of John, (4)
John Gorham, the son of Captain Gorham, brother of Han-
nah Whilldin, of Cape May.

9
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Colonel Gorham’s mistake is not surprising. It is what
we find everywhere when an attempt is made to record a
family history from memory, or hearsay, which means rely-
ing upon the memory of some one else. The Rev. Dr. Daniel
Lawrence Hughes makes a similar error when he says his
great-grandfather was Jeremiah Eldredge instead of the
actual ancestor, Aaron Eldredge, an error which has con-
fused many, and will be referrel to later in this introduc-
tion. Through a similar error it was formerly supposed that
John Howland married Elizabeth, daughter of ‘Governor
Carver. The venerable John Howland (descendant of John
Howland the Pilgrim) president of the Rhode Island His-
torical Society, contributed to Thacher’s History of Ply-
mouth, published in 1835, an account of his family, beginning
in the formal style of the time:— ‘‘Unaeccountable as it may
appear, it is nnhappily true that very few of those men who
first arrived from England, and commenced the settlement
of the New England Colonies, left any memorials for the in-
formation of their descendants respecting the place of their
birth or residence in the country they left, or any account of
those branches of their respective families which they left
behind.”” (Thacher’s History of Plymouth, page 129.) The
venerable head of the Rhode Island Historical Society then
gives for the benefit of posterity the genealogy of his family,
stating that his ancestor, the Pilgrim, married Elizabeth,
daughter of Governor Carver. When Governor Bradford’s
manuseript was recovered in 1855, after its disappearance for
eighty years and diseovery in the Library of the Bishop of
London, it was found that John Howland the Pilgrim married
Elizabeth, daughter of John Tilley, and not Elizabeth, daugh-
ter of the first Pilgrim governor, and we have the interesting
illustration of a president of a historieal society who did not
know his own ancestry. Furthermore, the supposed descen-
dant of the first governor of Plymouth Colony placed a stone
at the grave of the Pilgrim with the inscription:—‘‘Here
ended the Pilgrimage of John Howland. He married Eliza-

10
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beth, daughter of Governor Carver,’’ and for a generation
the stone stood, a monument to John Howland the Pilgrim,
and also a monument to the faet that tombstones do not al-
ways tell the truth. President Howland died a year before
Bradford’s manuscript was recovered, believing himself to
be a descendant of Governor John Carver.

Captain John Gorham was Dbaptized at Benefield,
Northamtonshire, England, 28 January, 1621, and died of
a fever after taking part in King Philip’s War, 5 February,
1675-6. A part of the ‘““Wast Book,”’ not included in the
facsimile given, states that, ‘‘Captain John Gorham was a
Captain of a Company of English and Indians and Went to
the Fight of King Philip—or Swamp Narraganset fight and
there Was Wounded by having his powder Horn Hit and
Split against his Side and Wounded—and Dyed att Swan-
sey.”’

He married, as has been said, Desire Howland, daughter
of John of the Mayflower, in 1643, and had eleven children :—

(1) Desire Gorham, born at Plymouth 20 May, 1644,
married, as the ‘“Wast Book’’ shows, Captain John Haws of
Yarmouth, who ‘‘having his Leg Cut off Dyed with it;’’ she
was an ancestor of the writer of this volume,

(2) Temperance Gorham, born at Marshfield 5 May,
1646, married Thomas Baxter, ‘““an old England man.”’

(3) Elizabeth Gorham, born at Marshfield 2 April, 1648,
““maryd a Hallett att Sandwich.”’

(4) James Gorham, born at Marshfield 28 April, 1650.
(5) John Gorham, born at Marshfield 20 February, 1651.

(6) Joseph Gorham, born at Yarmouth 16 February,
1653.

(7) Jabez Gorham, born at Barnstable 16 August, 16586,

(8) Merey Gorham, born at Barnstable, 20 June, 1658,
(name omitted in Wast Book).

(9) Lydia Gorham, born at Barnstable, 11 November,
1661, ‘“maryd Coll John Thacher,”’

11
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(10) Hannah Gorham, born at Barnstable 28 November,
1663, ‘‘maryd a Wheelding boath movd to Cape-may’’—
‘Wast Book. (11. Shubell also mentioned in Wast Book.)

(I1.) The marriage of Hannah Gorham and Joseph
‘Whilldin, ‘““Wheelding,’’ in the Wast Book, and so spelled in
some of the early Cape May records, was before 1683, and was
in Plymouth Colony before the migration to Cape May. The
Yarmouth Whillding were numercus—the name appearing re-
peatedly in the early history of the town. The ‘“yarmouth
Regester for marriages & burialls,”’ preserved in the Ply-
mouth Colony Records, gives under the date of 1647 the
name of ‘‘henery Wilden maried to Eed—the twentyfift of
Janu—,”” and in 1650 in ‘‘yarmouth Regester of ye beirthes
of children,”’ there is recorded the birth of ‘‘Sara Whilden
born the twenty one of June.’”’ In the same register the next
entry is the record of the birth of Nicolas Eldred (Eldredge),
August 18, followed by “‘Sara Eldred (Eldredge) born octo-
ber the tenth.”” Undoubtedly the Eldredges of Cape May
County as well as the Whillding are of the same Yarmouth
origin. 'The record of the birth of a daughter to William El-
dred is in the Yarmouth Register of Births of the date 1648,
““about the sixteenth’’ of January.

(III} The third faet established by the ‘“Wast Book”’
makes that manuseript the most important record in the gene-
alogieal history of Cape May County. ‘‘Hannah (Gorham)
maryd a Wheelding boath movd to Cape-may.”’. The exact
date of their arrival at Cape and the mode of transportation
are unknown, and ecannot be determined with certainty—
whether they made the journey directly from Yarmouth in
the Old Colony of Plymouth, sailing with other families and
children, a distance of some three hundred miles, requiring
three to five days in the sailing boats of the time ; whether they
were a part of the preceding migration to Long Island and
Connecticut—all this is uncertain. It is certain, however,

12
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that the whaling industry brought the New England emi-
grants here. Dr. Maurice Beesley in his ‘‘Sketch of the Early
History of the County of Cape May’’ says: ‘““The original
settlers or those who were here previous to the year 1700 were
principally attracted (as authors heretofore guoted suffi-
ciently eorroborate) by the inducements held out by the whale
fishery; and Long Island supplied the prineipal proportion
of those who came prior to that time. The names of those who
were known to be whalers (collected from the secretary’s
office, Trenton and Cape May records, given in note) were:
Christopher Leamyeng (Leaming) and his son Thomass,
Caesar Hopkins, Samuel Matthews, Jonathan Osborne, Na-
thaniel Short, Cornelius Skellinks, (Schellenger), Henry
Stites, Thomas Hand, and his sons John and George, John and
Caleb Carman, John Shaw, Thomas Miller, William Stillwell,
Humphery Hewes (Hughes), William Mason, John Richard-
son, Ebenezer Swain, Henry Young; and no doubt many
others,’”” The following act was passed by the Assembly of
1639: ‘“Whereas the whaling in Delaware Bay has been in
so great a measure invaded by strangers and foreigners, that
the greatest part of oyl and bone received and got by that
employ, hath been exported out of the Province to the great
detriment thereof: Be it enacted, that any one killing a whale
or whales in Delaware Bay, or on its shores, to pay the value
of one tenth of the oyl to the governor of the Province.”’
This was perhaps the first game law of the County.

In his history of West Jersey, 1698, Gabriel Thomas tells
us of the whaling and other industries of the County: ‘The
commodities of Cape May County are oyl and whale bone, of
which they make prodigious quatities every year having
mightily advanced that great fishery, taking great numbers
of whales yearly. This County, for the general part of it, is
extraordinary good and proper for the raising of all sorts of
cattell, very plentiful here, as cows, horses, sheep and hogs,
&c. Likewise, it is well stored with fruits which make very
pleasant liguors,”’ (quoted by Dr. Beesley).
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The manuseript of Thomas Leaming, born 9 July, 1674,
died 31 December, 1728, married 18 June, 1702, Hannah Whill-
din* (Hannah Gorham® Desire Howland? John Howland'),
gives us a still further account of the whaling fishery of the
early days:— ‘“‘In July, 1674 I was born at South Hampton
on Long Island. When I was eighteen years of age (1692) I
came to Cape May and that winter had a sore fit of the fever
and flux, The next summer I went to Philadelphia with my
father Christopher who was lame with a withered hand, which
held him till his death. The winter following, I went whaling,
and we got eight whales, and five of them we drove to the
Hoarskills (near Cape Henlopen), and we went there to cut
them up, and stayed a month. The first day of May we came
home to Cape May, and my father was very sick, and the third
day, 1695, departed this life at the house of Shamgar Hand,
Then I went to Long Island, stayed that summer and in the
winter went whaling again, and got an old cow and a calf.
In 1697, I went whaling again and made a great voyage; and
in 1697, I worked for John Reeves all summer, and in the
winter went whaling again.’’

David Pieterson De Vries entered Delaware Bay in 1631,
evidently for the purpose of engaging in the oceupation of
whaling, and left a small colony near Cape Henlopen, on
Lewes Creek, naming the settlement Swaanendale. Within
a few months the infant colony was destroyed by the Indians,
and De Vries, who had been chosen governor or director,
found on his return the following year, ““only the ruins of
the house and its pailsades, half consumed by fire, and here
and there the bones of the colonists.”” (Bancroff.) He left a
portion of his party there while he himself spent some time
in Virginia; but concluding that the undertaking would not
be a financial success, he carried the latter party back to Hol-
land in 1634. Nevertheless, De Vries found some whales and
in his diary makes mention of them: ‘‘Mareh 29%th, 1633,
found that our people had caught seven whales; we could
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have done more if we had good harpoons, for they had
struck seventeen fish and only saved seven.’’

But a more skillful race of followers of the sea were
being trained in the difficult and hazardous calling of whale
fishing, and to them and their deseendants, some of the old
stock of the Colony of Plymouth, we owe the discovery of the
possibility of a successful prosecution of the oceupation in
these waters, and the permanent settlement of the County.

As early as the 9th century the Norwegians sailed as far
as Greenland in pursuit of whales, and between the 14th and
Fifteenth centuries whaling was an important industry of the
Bay of Biscay and adjoining waters. We read that whales’
tongues were a considerable article of eommerce, and in 1261
were subjected to a special tax. Upon the decline of the in-
dustry in the Bay of Biscay, the activities of the whalemen
were transferred to the northern waters—the eoast of Spitz-
bergen becoming the center of an extensive fishery, conducted
mainly by the Duteh, who, it is said, supplied all Europe with
0il during the latter half of the Seventeenth eentury, em-
ploying in 1680 as many as 260 ships and about 14,000 men in
the oceupation. From this date the Duteh undertaking began
to decline, and the business was then taken up in the Eigh-
teenth century by Great Britian, and encouraged by a gener-
ous bounty. In time New England became the center of the
occupation,

On April 2nd, 1668, an agreement was entered upon the
records of Easthampton binding certain Indians of Mon-
tauket in the sum of 10 pounds sterling to accompany a
whaling expedition on account of Jacobus Skallenger and
others of Easthampton. The Indians engaged ‘‘to attend
dilligently with all opportunitie for ye killing of whales or
other fish, for ye sum of three shillings a day for every In-
dian: Ye sayd Jacobus Skallenger and partners to furnish all
necessarie craft and tackling convenient for ye designe.”’

15
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The town of Southampton, Long Island, was settled in
1640, by colonists who eame from Lynn, in Massachusetts
Bay. Here the ancestors of many of the Cape May County
families first came—the name of Jacobus Skallenger men-
tioned above, Stephen Hand, James Loper and John Foster
appearing on the records of the vicinity.

‘We see, then, that the early history of Cape May is
associated with the whaling occupation, and the first settlers
came here in pursuit of that calling.

By 1690, Joseph Whilldin and Hannah Gorham his wife
with their children were settled here. In 1705, and for three
years following, Joseph was sheriff of the County, and re-
peatedly held the office of justice of the peace—evidently he
became a man of prominence from the first.

Unlike the early history of the Pilgrim settlement at
Massachusetts, the beginnings of history in Cape May County
are involved in obscurity. No chronicler, like Governor
Bradford, gives a complete history of the times, and the facts
we are able to gather from diaries and records are fragmen—
tary and diseconnected. Until 1857 no attempt was made to
write a history of the early days of the County, and to Dr.
Maurice Beesley we owe the first outline—his careful work
is still our authority for the period. Hudson visited Delaware
Bay August 28, 1609, ‘‘but finding the water shoal, and the
channel impeded by barg of sand he did not venture to explore
it.”” Captain Cornelius Jacobese Mey visited our shores and
explored Delaware Bay in 1623, and to him the County of
Cape May is indebted for a name., He built Fort Nassau, at
Timber Creek, the site of which is now unknown, Dr. Beesley
says, but we now know it was near Gloucester. The first
record of a transfer of lands from the Indians is of the date
5th of May, 1630, when on behalf of the Dutch West India
Company, Samuel Godyn and Samuel Bloemart purchased
through agents a tract of land sixteen miles square. The pur-
chase was made of nine resident chiefs. Early settlements
of Swedes were made along the shore of the Delaware Bay,

16

educational purposes under the fair use doctrine



Paul Sturtevant Howe

All

documents

provided

for

Mayflower Pilgrim Descendants in Cape May County

MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS IN CAPE MAY COUNTY

and Campanius, the Swedish pastor, paid a visit to the
scattered members of the flock as early as 1648, making the
following entry in his diary: ‘‘On the 16 May, 1848 having
obtained a proper passport from the Governor and Council, I
sailed in the Lord’s name, with my family from Elfsborg, in
New Sweden on board the ship Swan, and on the 18th came
into the bay. The distance between Elfshorg and the bay is
nine miles; and on aceount of the numerous bamnks in the
river, we were three days descemding into the bay. On the
19th we eame to Cape May.’”

In 1665, the Dutch wunder the command of Peter
Stuyvesant sailed from New York in seven vessels with six
to seven hundred men. Entering the Delaware Bay, they
captured all the Swedes, took possession of their forts, and
earried the officers and principal men as prisoners to New
York. Some afterwards were taken to Holland. The
remaining Swedish settlers escaped dsifurbance beeause of
their obscure eondition, and submitted to their comquerors.
Dr. Beesley’s conjecture that upon the downfall of New
Sweden, some of the Swedes, chagrined and mortified at a
defeat so bloodless and unexpeected, fled from the arbitrary
sway of their conguerors, and sought an asylnm where they
ecould be free to act for themselves, without restraint or
coercion, as the provincial power of New Sweden had perished
forever, is hardly sustained by the faects, and the presence
of scattered Swedish settlers on these shores antedates
Stuyvesant’s expedition, as the pastoral visit of Campanius,
eight years before, shows.
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Early Titles to Land

By the theory of the English law of the 17th century,
the disecoveries of the Cabots gave to the British Crown the
title to all the lands on the eastern coast of North America,
the Dutch claims upon the Hudson and the Delaware never
being expressly recognized by the British government. In
1606 the London Plymouth Companies acqmired a patent to
the territory now included in New Jersey, in which zone
either company might eclaim land, although neither affected
or attempted to ereet permanent colonization. In 1634, King
Charles I granted New Albion, including the territory of New
Jersey, to Sir Edmund Ployden, but no permanent settlement
was acecomplished. The first separation of the land of New
Jersey from the English erown was on March 12, 1664, when
Charles IT granted to his brother James, Duke of York,
certain territories in New England and Long Island ‘‘lying
and being toward the west of Cape Cod,”” and all the main-
land from the west bank of the Connecticut to the east side
Delaware Bay. All this territory was to be held in free and
common socage as of the manor of East Greenwich, subject
to the annual rent of 40 beaver skins should they be de-
manded. The Duke never came into actual possession of
his lands, and while the Dutch were still in possession, execu-
ted, on June 23 and 24, 1664, deeds of lease and release to
Lord John Berkeley and Sir George Carteret by which they
acquired ‘‘all that tract of land lying and being to the west-
ward of Long Island and Manhitas Island, and bounded on
the east part by the main sea and part by Hudson’s river,
and hath upon the West Delaware Bay or River and to the
northward as far as the northermost branch of the said Bay
or River of Delaware, which is 41 degrees 40 minutes of lati-
tude, and crosseth over thence in a straight line to Hudson’s
River in 41 degrees of latitude, which said tract of land is
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hereafter to be called by the name or names of Nova Cesarea
cr New Jersey. (Columbia University Studies in History,
Economics and Public Law, Vol. XXX, The Province of New
Jersey, Edwin P. Tanner, Ph. D.)

Through the reconquest of the Duteh and the subsequent
return of the territory to the British crown, the title again
fell into the hands of the king and was again granted to his
brother, the Duke of York, including the land of New Jersey.
(Leaming and Spicer—Grants and Concessions). In the
meantime Berkeley had sold his interest in New Jersey to two
members of the Society of Friends, John Fenwick and Edward
Byllenge, for the sum of 1,000 pounds. Carteret received
a new conveyance to a portion of the former province of New
Jersey, including all the land north of a line drawn from Bar-
negat to a certain creek on the Delaware next below Rankokas
Creek, giving Carteret more than omne half of the territory
which was again called New Jersey. Both Fenwick and Byll-
enge lost control, through debt, of the land aequired by them,
the interest of the Society of Frieuds being cared for by
William Penn and other friends associated with him,

Carteret then consented to a new division of the provinece,
a line beginning at Little Egg Harbor and running to a point
on the Delaware in 41 degrees north latitude having been set-
tled upon as a boundary between the two portions, now called
East and West Jersey. The document effecting this division
was signed by Carteret and four representatives of the
Quakers’ interests, and is called the Quintipartite Deed.

Through the powerful influence of William Penn, the
doubtful title of the Quaker settlement was finally established
by a definite grant from the Duke of York, who thereby relin-
quished title to the entire territory of New Jersey.

The beginning of proprietary rights in West Jersey, in
which division our interest from this time centers, was in
Mareh, 1676, when by the ‘‘Concessions’’ a definite arrange-
ment was made by which these rights eould be obtained (New
Jersey Archives, first series, Vol. I, p. 241, and Columbia Uni-
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versity studies in History, ete., quoted above.) The entire pro-
vince of West Jersey was divided into 100 equal parts o be
known as ‘‘properties,”’ and these were to be grouped into
ten larger divisions known as ‘‘fenths.”” Repeated divisions
and subdivisions of properties followed—the interests of the
Quakers predominating, until the time of the death of Byll-
enge in 1687, when four years later his entire holdings passed
by purchase into the hands of Dr, Daniel Coxe, who had been
physician to the Queen of Charles II and also to Anne. ‘‘He
was an energetic and ambitious man whose objeet at this time
was apparently to imitate the achievements of William
Penn,”” (Columbia University Studies in History, ete., vol.
XXX, p. 16). Dr. Coxe’s ambition went to the extent of
claiming full jurisdiction over the whole extent of West Jer-
sey, and on September 5, 1687, he wrote to the proprietors
stating that though the eoncessions might be binding upon
others, he had been assured upon the highest legal authority,
they were in no way binding upon him. Further, he declared
that his power of government was as absolute as that of Penn
over Pennsylvania, that he had assumed the title of governor,
and would exercise its duties with diligence. Dr. Beesley
says of Dr. Coxe and his holdings—°‘In April, May, and
June, 1691, John Worlidge and John Budd, from Burlington,
came down the bay in a vessel, and laid a number of pro-
prietary rights, commencing at Cohansey, and se on to Cape
May. They set off the larger portion of this county, consist-
ing of 95,000 acres, to Dr. Daniel Coxe, of London, who had
large proprietary rights in West Jersey. This was the first
actual proprietary survey made in the county. In the eopy
of the original draft of these surveys, and of the eoumty of
Cape May, made by David Jameison, in 1713, from another
made by Lewis Morris, in 1706, (which draft is now in my
possession, and was presented by William Griffith, Esq., of
Burlington, to Thomas Beesley, of Cape May, in 1812,) Egg
Island, near the mouth of Maurice River, is laid off to Thomas
Budd, for three hundred acres. Since this survey was made,
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the attrition of the waters has destroyed almost every vestige
of it searcely enough remaining to mark the spot of its
former magnitnde. Upon this map likewise is laid down
Cape May Town, at Town Bank on the Bayshore, the residence
of the whalers, consisting of a number of dwellings and a
short distance above it we find Dr. Coxe’s Hall, with a spire,
on Coxhall Creek, a name yet retained by the inhabitants. As
no other buildings or improvements are noted on this map,
than those above mentioned, it is to be presumed that there
were few, if any, existing except them, at this day. The
only attraction then was the whale fishery; and the small
town of fifteen or twenty houses marked upon this map, upon
the shore of Town Bank, in close contiguity, would lead us
to infer that those adventurous spirits, who came for that
purpose, preferred in the way of their profession to be near
each other, and to make common stock in the operations of
harpooning, in which, according to Thomas, they seemed to
be eminently suecessful.”’

Dr. Coxe was a speculator to large extent in colonial land
claims, but his attempted operations did not find sympathy in
West Jersey. His claim to governmental control over the
province met with opposition, and he decided to withdraw
from the undertaking in that territory, and in 1691 sold out
the greater part of his interest to a company known as the
West Jersey Society. By deeds of lease and release, about
20 properties in West Jersey, together with interests in East
Jersey and Pennsylvania and New England, passed over to the
new investors in consideration of 4800 pounds. Sir Thomas
Lane was its first president, Edmund Harrison its vice-
president, and Robert Hackshaw treasurer. The purpose of
the Society as stated in the articles of agreement was ‘‘our
mutual benefit, profit, and advantage’® and ‘“‘the better and
more orderly managing and improving of the said hereditary
government, lands and tenements.’” The gtock was divided
into 1600 equal shares, and the holder of two of these was en-
titled to the privilege of voting at the annual meeting for the
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election of officers. The actual business management rested
in the hands of a eommittee, which had power to sell and dis-
pose of all lands. The operations of the Society were directed
from London, and the Quakers were no longer a controlling
majority (Columbia University Studies in History, ete., vol.
XXX, pages 17, 18).

From this time the new settlers were able fo obtain

title to the land necessary for the development of the slowly
increasing community.

“‘This sale,”’” says Dr. Beesley, who makes the considera-
tion 9,000 pounds and the date the 20th of January, 1692,
““opened a new era for the people of Cape May. As no land
titles had been obtained under the old regime of the proprie-
tors, except five conveyances from George Taylor, as agent for
Dr. Coxe, the West Jersey Society became the medium through
which they could seleet and locate the choice of the lands, at

prices corresponding with the means and wishes of the pur-
chaser.”’

From Trenton and Cape May records Dr. Beesley gath-
ered the following lists of purchasers of land, mostly pre-
vious to 16986, some few (of Dr. Coxe) as eacly as 1689 :—

Acres Acres
Christopher Leamyeng. ... 202 William Mason —eeeee——- 150
William Jacoks — ... 340 Henry Stites —————e 200
Abigail Pine .o ____ 200 Cornelius Skellinks ... 134
Humphrey Hughes ——— ... 206 John Richardson —e—e————- 124
Samuel Matthews —eeeeee 175 Arthur Cress€ .———e———e—— 350
Jonathan Osborne ... — 110 Peter Causon ame—m—e— oo 400
Nathaniel Short .. 200 Jobhn Causon ——— e . cmmm 300
Caesar Hosking e —.____ 250 John Towmsend ———— - 640
Shamgar Hand —.—_____ 700 Wm. Golden and Rem Gar-
Joseph Wheldon (Whilldin) 150 retson 1016
Joseph Houlding .__.____ 200 William Johnson —eeee— 436
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Dorothy Hewit e 340
Thomas Hand e 400
John Taylor oo 220
John Curwith . ._____. b5
John Shaw, 2 surveys_.._. 315
Timothy Brandreth —_____. 110
John Crawford o—m———.... 380
Ezekiel Eldridge ————____ 90
Oliver Russel . 170
Samuel Crowell oo 226
John Carman e .. 250
Thomas Gandy e — 50
Caleb Carman .. 250

John Page 125
Jobhn Parsons —————e____ 315
William Smith 130
George Taylor — . .. 175
Dennis Lynch o __ 300
William Whitlock . ___ 500
Jacob Spicer, 2 surveys___1000
Benjamin Godfrey ————.._ 210
Randal Hewit . ..____ 140
Elizabeth Carman .._...___ 300
John Reeves e e 100
Benjamin Hand . ___ 373
James Stanfield oo ... 100

The list is of the greatest genealogical interest, and the
continuation of the same family names in the County to the
present time is remarkable as contrasted with some parts of
the County of Plymouth of the Pilgrims, where in many towns
the nmames of the first comers have entirely disappeared.
These persons had settled in the County previous to 1700,
and the same authority (Dr. Beesley) gives an additional list
of those who at that date were residing in the County, many
of whom had acquired land by secondary purchase :—

Thomas Leamyeng
Alexander Humphries
John Briggs
Abraham Hand
Shamgar Hand, Jr.
Benjamin Hand, Jr.
Daniel Johnson
Oliver Johuson
William Harwood
Jacob Dayton
Richard Haroo
Jonathan Crossle
‘William Lake
Theirs Raynor
Thomas Matthews
William Stillwell
John Cresse

Morris Raynor
Joshua Howell
Arthur Cresse, Jr.
William Blackburry
Daniel Carman
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Joseph Knight Robert Crosby
John Stillwell John Fish

John Else Lubbart Gilberson
John Stecle Edward Marshall
James Cresse Thomas Boneroft
William Simpkins Edward Summis
Thomas Goodwin Henry Gray
Thomas Clifton Abraham Weston
Joshua Carman Thomas Going
William Dubeldy Jonathan Edmunds
James Marshall Nicholas Martineau
John Baily Johu Garlick
‘William Richardson Samuel Matthews, Jr.
Thomas Foster William. Shaw
Thomas Hewit Robert French
George Taylor, Jr. Jeremiah Miller
John Dennis Zebulon Sharp
Isaac Hand ‘Williamm Sharwood
Daniel Hand John Story
Jeremiah Hand Richard Townsend
Joseph Hand Robert Townsend

It is quite possible we have in these lists New England
ancestors of hitherto unsuspected interest. Whether ‘‘Lub-
bard Gilberson’’ is a corruption of some New England name
which appears early in the history of Plymouth County, or
whether the name Raynor is of the same family as that of
the Plymouth pastor, are matters of speculation which we
have not place to consider. Jacob Spicer’s son of the same
name married first Judith Hughes and second Deborah Hand,
widow of Christopher Leaming, who was the son of Thomas
and the Hannah Whilldin mentioned below. In the second
list, Thomas Leamyeng (Leaming) married Hannah Whill-
din* (Hannah Gorham® Desire Howland?, John Howland®
the Pilgrim), and had a family of seven children, from whom
many in Cape May County are desecended,

A John Garlick married Phebe Leaming, daughter of
Thomas, and the name ‘‘Isacer Crafford (Crawford) appears
among the grandchildren of Joseph Whilldin the second.

The first settlement was on the bay, and was called Cape
May Town, the site of which, Dr. Beesley says, with adjoin-

24

educational purposes under the fair use doctrine



Paul Sturtevant Howe

All

documents

provided

Mayflower Pilgrim Descendants in Cape May County

MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS IN CAPE MAY COUNTY

ing land, has been washed away by the attrition of the water.
Aaron Leaming the second gives a deseription of the first
village, beginning with an aecount of his family.

““My father's father, Christopher Leaming, was an
Englishman, and eame to America in 1670, and landed near
or at Boston; thence to East Hampton. There he lived till
about the year 1691, and then leaving his family at Long
Island, he came himself to Cape May, which, at that time, was
a new county, and beginning to settle very fast, and seemed
to promise good advantages to the adventurers. Here he went
to whaling in the proper season, and at other times worked at
the cooper’s trade, which was his occupation, and good at this
time by reason of the great nnmber of whales caught in those
days, made the demand and pay for casks certain. He died
of a pleurisie in 1696. His remains were interred at a place
called Cape May Town, was sitnated next above now New
England Town Creek, and contained about thirteen houses;
but, on the failure of the whale fishery in Delaware Bay, it
dwindled into common farms, and the graveyard is on the
plantation now owned by Ebenezer Newton. At the first
settlement of the county, the chief whaling was in Delaware
Bay, and that oceasioned the town to be built there, but there
has mnot been one house in that town since my remembrance.
In 1734 I saw the graves; Samuel Eldredge showed them to
me. They were then about fifty rods from the Bay, and the
sand was blown to them. The town was between them and
the water. There were some signs of the ruins of houses.”’

It is probable the first graves were not marked by stones,
and the first village of the settlers of Cape May has long been
swallowed up by the encroaching sea.

Before the death of the last survivor of the Pilgrim band
descendants of the Mayflower had built homes and established
themselves in Cape May County. Mrs.Mary Allerton Cushman,
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the last of the Pilgrims, died in 1699, at the age of 90. She was
the wife of Elder Thomas Cushman, the second of the three
succeeding ruling elders of the Pilgrim Church, namely, Elder
Brewster, Elder Cushman, Elder Faunce, the office becoming
extinet in the Pilgrim Church with the death of the last named
in 1745, aged 99. Mary Allerton, afterward Mrs. Cushman,
was eleven years of age when the Mayflower came to anchor
in Plymouth Harbor. Her memory reached back to the
first steps in the proposed migration from Holland, and she
lived to see the union with Massachusetts Bay in 1692, when
the Pilgrim Colony came to an end. By 1685 descendants of
the Mayflower were settled on the coast of Maine and in
Connecticut. Hannah Gorham, the granddaughter of John
Howland with her husband, Joseph Whilldin, had settled in
Cape May by 1690, and it is probable this was the most dis-
tant point eclonized (in part) by Pilgrim descendants at this
time,
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Manuscripts, Deeds, Wills and Family Bibles
of the Early Days

Joseph Whilldin* (Hanvnah Gorham?® Desire Howland?,
John Howland* the Pilgrim) made his will 16 March, 1748,
naming his wife, Abigail; sons, Matthew, James and David;
daughters, Hannah, Rachel and Loes; also deceased
daughter Mercy’s children, Ellis and Judith; grandsons,
“Memukin’® Hughes, Willman, and ‘“‘Isecar’ Crafford.
Joseph Whilldin died two days after making the will and the
instrument was proved 30 March, 1748, the inventory 26
April, and the accounting 19 May of the same year. Abigail,
Joseph’s second wife, was not the mother of the children
named. His first wife was Mary Wilmon, born 1698, died 8
April, 1743. Hannah married Ellis Hughes, whose will
names five children, Ellis, Memucan, Jesse, Constantine,
David. The Rev. Daniel Lawrence Hughes, D. D., in an
article on the ‘““Hughes of Cape May,”’ states that Ellis
Hughes, whom he calls Ellis the first, and Memucan were
the sons of John and Martha. The following deed shows that
Ellis was the father of Jesse, that Jesse’s wife was Mary or
Molly, that at the time of the making of the deed, 20 August
1768, the Ellis who was living signed his name Ellis Hughes
““Junior,”” and that Ellis Senior made a will of the date 9
May, 1761. The deed is in the possession of Mrs. Aaron W.
Hand, of Cape May, who has kindly placed it in my hands for
examination.

DEED OF JESSE HUGHES AND MARY HIS WIFE
TO MEMUCAN HUGHES

““This Indenture made this Twentieth Day of august in
the Eighth year of Reign of George the third King of Great
Britain and in the year of our Lorde one thousand Seven
Hundred and Sixty Bight Between Jesse Hughes of the
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County of Cape May of the one part and moley his wife
the Same and Memucan Hughes of the other part Witnesseth
That the Said Jesse Hughes and moley hig wife for and In
Consideration of the Sume of Seventy two Pounds in hand
paid By the Said Memmncan Hughes the Receipt Where of
they the said Jesse and his Wife Mary doth her By {(ae-
knowledge) themself fully Satisfied and By these presents
doth Grant Bargain and sell Alien Enfeaf and Confirm unto
the said Memuean Hughes his heirs and assigns for Eaver All
that Messuage tenement which was Given him by the Death
of his father Ellis Hughes whose will Baireing Date the Ninth
day of May one thousand Seven Hundred and fifty one among
other things Gaive unte his son Jesse Forty Eight Acre of
upland and mash Which he Bought at Public Sale of the
Estate of Levi Eldredge Late of Cape May deceased adjoining
his other Land and to Land of James Whilldin Esquire to
have and to hold to him the said Jesse his heirs and assigns
for Eaver A Recital Being had to the said will Will more
fully appear and By Vertue of a write derected to Jeremiah
Hand high Sheriff he did take and Sell the Saime forty Eight
acres of upland and mash Beginning at James Whilldin eorner
Containing forty Eight acres of upland
and mash Be the same more or Less With in the Above Boun-
derys and the said Jesse haith Sold and the Right and Estate
title Interest Claime and Demand Whatsoever of them that
the Said Jesse Hughes and mary his Wife of in and to the
same premises of in and to Every parte and pareel their of to
have and hold unto the Said Memuecan Hughes his heirs and
assigns for eaver together with all the mines Woodsunder
Woods Hunting Hawking Fowling fishing Ways and Waters
Watercourses in any ways Belonging theire to and also they
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Jesse Hughes Now haith Good right full power and Lawful
authority in his own Right to Grant Bargan and sell and
Convey the Above premises unto Memucan Hughes his heirs
and assigns———m—————

Signed Sealed and Delivered
in the presence of
Silas Hand Jesse Hughes (seal)
Ellis Hughes Junior
heir
Mary X Hughes (seal)”’
marke

The following is an abstract of the will of Ellis Hughes.
The contention that Mary, sister of Hannah, was the mother
of Ellis Hughes will be further discussed in the genealogieal
notes at the end of this volume. That Memucan and Ellis
Hughes were grandchildren of Joseph Whilldin 2nd and are
of Mayflower descent eannot be disputed.

1751, May 16.—Hughes, Ellis, of Cape May, New Jersey,
will of. Wife, Hannah, Children—Mecuman, Jesse, Ellis,
Constant, David. ‘‘The plantation whereon I dwell, Lower
Precinet of Cape May, near a place called New England.”
Witnesses—Mary Ross, Ellen Hand, Jacob Spieer, Nathan
Eldredge.

Proved, Feb. 4, 1752.

Inventory—£149-11-5. Appraisors—John Eldiedge, and
James Whilldin. Cape May Wills; 160 E.

Samuel Eldredge, ‘‘Esq., of Cape Mdy, yeoman,’’ made
his will 23 September, 1742, mentioning his wife, Mercy
Leéaming®, (Hannah Whilldin*, Hanuash Gorham?®, Desire
Howland?, John Howland* the Pilgtim) ; his eldest son, Sam-
uel, to whom he gives the plantation on which he lived, also
one hundred acres of land, ‘‘and my negro man York.””? He
further gives direction that ten pounds is to be paid to his
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youngest daughter, Sarah Eldredge, ‘‘when she will be 17.”7
To sons Aaron and Jacob large tracts of land are given, and
provision is made for an unborn child. Dr. Hughes was mis-
taken when he stated at the beginning of the Eldredge gene-
alogy that his grandfather, Aaron Eldredge was the son of
Jeremiah Eldredge, and the whole genealogy of the family
has been upset by this error, copied and repeated by others.
The Jeremiah Eldredge whom Dr. Hughes supposed to be his
great-grandfather never had children. He was the brother
of Aaron Eldredge (Ist), and the son of Samuel Eldredge
and Mercy Leaming, and married his first cousin, Lydia
Leaming. The father of Aaron Eldredge who married Han-
nah Langdon was Aaron Eldredge 1st and not Jeremiah El-
dredge, as stated in Dr. Hughes’ work; in fact, Dr. Hughes
later acknowledged the errcr, and in a letter says: ‘‘Samuel
Eldredge and his wife, Merey Leaming Eldredge, are said to
have come to Cape May with his father-in-law, Thomas Lea-
ming, (date uncertain). Aaron Eldredge, their oldest son,
who married Elizabeth Stillwell the daughter of Richard
Stillwell, (an elder of Cold Spring Presbyterian Church,)
and Sarah Hand Stillwell, was my great-grandfather and not
Jeremiah Eldredge, their second son, who married his first
cousin Lydia Leaming, the daughter of Thomas Leaming,
and had no children.”’

In another letter Dr. Hughes says: ‘‘It is plain—Aaron
Eldredege 1st is our greab ancestor.”” He further writes:
‘‘Samuel Eldredge, our ancestor married Mercy Leaming.
They had three sons—Aaron 1st, Jeremiah (a Colonial Judge,
who married his first cousin, Lydia Leaming) and Eli El-
dredge.”” It will be observed that the error of Dr. Hughes
in his ““Divine Covenant Fulfilled in Pious Households’’ does
not affect the ancestry of the Eldredge family, as far as the
Mayflower line is concerned. It does not matter whether the
father of Aaron 2nd was Jeremiah, as Dr. Hughes first gave
it, or Aaron 1st as eorrected by Dr. Hughes’ later letter—in
either case Aaron 2nd was the grandson of Mercy Leaming,
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but there was no third Aaron, as Dr. Hughes supposed at
first.

Through the courtesy of Mrs. Irvin Eldredge, of Cape
May, I have made an examination of the Eldredge Bible,
now in her possession. The date is ‘“‘London 1773, (first
date before the Book of Common Prayer and administration
of the Sacraments, bound 1p with the Bible in the same vol-
ume). The Holy Bible is of the date 1783, Clarendon Press,
Oxford. The birth of Aaron Eldredge 2nd and that of his
wife are the first entries:

‘‘ Aaron Hldredge was born the 13th day of June 1771.

““Hannah Eldredge was born December 22nd, 1774,

‘“Jeremiah Eldredge the first son of Aaron and Hannah
Eldredge was born the 14th day of July, Sunday, 1793.

““ Aaron Eldredge was born June 6th, Saturday, 1795.

“Aaron Eldredge and Hannah Langdon were married
on the 17th day of October 1792. dJoseph Eldredge and
Ann West were married on the 22nd day of September 1830
—By the Rev. Israel Townsend at Cape May.”’

Then follows the record of the death of Aaron and
Hannah Eldredge:

““Aaron Eldredge departed this life on Aungust 21st,
1819,

‘“Hannah Eldredge departed this life 6 June 1836.”’
The earlier entries are evidently made by a quill pen,

and are remarkable illustrations of the good penmanship of
the forefathers.

The other entries agree with the record given in Dr.
Hughes’ work, and are included in the genealogical tables of
this work,

That Aaron Eldredge, husband of Hannah Langdon,
was the son of Aaron the first is proved by a deed of Par-
sons Leaming, Charlotte (Eldredge) his wife, Aaron El-
dredge and Sarah Eldredge to Aaron Edmunds and Lydia
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(Eldredge) his wife, dated August 30, 1792, of which the
following is an extract (Recorded at Cape May Court
House) »—

To all persons to whome these presents shall come or may
eoncern.

Know ye this thirtieth day of August im the year of Our
Lord One Thousand seven hundred and Ninety two Between
Persons Leaming Charlotte his wife Aaron Eldredge and
Sarah Eldredge all of the County of Cape May and State of
New Jersey of the one part and Aaron Edmunds amd Lydia
his wife of the same place of the other part. Whereas
Aaron Eldredge of the Lower Precinet of the County of
Cape May and Elizabeth his Wife, late deceased, both Dying
Intestate, and being Posessed of Lands in their own fee
Simple Right Situate in the Lower Preecinet of the County
aforesaid (to say) the said Aaron Eldredge now Deceased
was in his lifetime Posessed of the plantation whereon he
lived at the time of his Death Sitnate at Cold Spring * * * *
which his Heirs agreed mutually to sell, and the said Eliza-
beth his Wife died Posessed of a Plantation Situate * * * *
all which said Land Descended to their four Children, viz.,
to Charlotte the wife of Persons Leaming, to Lydia the wife
of Aaron Edmunds, to Aaron Eldredge and Sarah Eldredge
agreable to a Law of New Jersey * * * *

Aaron Edmunds married first Lydia Eldredge, date of
marriage, 25 June, 1790; he married second Sarah, older
sister of Liydia, date of marriage, 3 June, 1798.

Mrs. Dr. Mecray has kindly permitted the author to
exaraine the following reecord from a family Bible in her
possession. The Bible was printed in Worcester, Mass., by
Isaiah Thomas, and the date is 1801. At the foot of the
first page of the New Testament the following mnote of the
death of Thomas Eldredge is written: ‘‘Thomas Eldredge
died January 29th, A. D. 1849, aged 51 years 8 days old.”’
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On the following page the record proper begins, with a list
of births: “William Eldredge was born Ngvember the 1st
day, in the year of Our Lord A. D. 1759, '

“Judith Corson was born August, the 8th day—A. D.
1759.”’

“‘Births of the Children:

‘“‘Enoch Eldredge was born on Monday the 22nd day of
Mareh, A. D. 1779. Jeremiah Eldredge was born on Satur-
day, December the 16th, 1780. Mary Eldredge was born on
Friday, the 25th day of February, 1785, Hanpnah Eldredge
was born on Saturday, the 20th October—1787. Judith El-
dredge was born on Saturday, the 1st day of May—1790.
William Eldredge was born on Sunday, the 25 day of De-
cember 1791. Elizabeth Eldredge was born May the 2lst
day—1794. Thomas Eldredge was born January the 21st—
1798. John Bennett was born Friday, September the 7th—
1798.”°

On the opposite page of the beginning of St. Matthew’s
Gospel the following is written: ‘‘Harriet W. Eldredge was
born Thursday December 20, 1857;"" and a note pinned to
the page reads: ‘“‘Married, Hannah, daughter of William and
Judith Eldredge to John Mecray, April 2nd, 1805.”” A note
at the side of the same page reads: ‘‘Judith Eldredge died
Aungust 26, 1831.%’

Ag seen from the above record, John Mecray married
Hannah Eldredge, 2 April, 1805. James Mecray, their son,
married Mary Ann Mulford; their son, James, married 8
November, 1865, Elizabeth Schellenger Hughes, who was
born 4 April, 1844, her husband, Dr. James Mecray, was
born 21 February, 1842. Elizabeth Schellenger Hughes is
a descendant of John Howland, the Pilgrim, the line run-
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ning back to the Mayflower through the generations follow-
ing: The mother of Eilzabeth Schellenger Hughes was Eliza-
beth Schellenger, born 7 May, 1817, died 14 April, 1844,
married 9 March 1839, to Albert Henry Hughes, who was
born 8 January, 1812. The last named was the son of
Humphrey Hughes and Hetty Williams, the Pilgrim ances-
try running back through the mother of Humphrey Hughes,
Jane Whilldin (widow of Humphrey Hughes, Sr.), Jane
Whilldin®, Jameg Whilldin®, Joseph Whilldin, Hannah Gor-
ham®, Desire Howland? John Howland the Pilgrim.
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Descendants of Priscilla Leaming

On the Sugar Company’s property, facing Holly Beach,
between Taylor’s Creck and Wildwood bridge, beyond Ben-
nett station, near Rio Grande, there is near the meadows,
surrounded by the scrubby second growth, a grave and a
stone bearing the inseription :—

MARGARET LEAMING
QcroBEr 22ND, 1764
AgeEp 24

The mother of Margaret was Priscilla Leaming, whose
ancestors run back to the Pilgrim John Howland as follows:
Hannah Whilldin*, mother of Priscilla, who married the first
Thomas Leaming, born at South Hampton, L. 1., 9 July, 1674,
died 31 December, 1723, Hannah Gorham?® Desire Howland?
John Howland®. Priscilla Leaming, mother of Margaret,
married twice, first John Stites, second Jaeob Hughes, the
ancestor of Dr. Daniel Hughes, and many now living in the
county. By her first marriage (to John Stites) she had a
daughter, Margaret Stites, who on the 3rd of March, 1763,
married Jonathan Leaming, son of Aaron the 2nd, as shown
the Diary of Aaron Leaming the 2nd, 1770:—

““My oldest child married March 3rd, 1763, to Margaret
Stites, the only child of John and Priscilla Stites (both de-
ceased) by her he had a daughter Priscilla, born the 9th of
October, 1764 at 45 minutes past ten o’clock in the night
and the 22nd of October, 1764 about 3 in the morning the
said Margaret died.’’

This is the history of Margaret Leaming, who lies in the
neglected grave. How remarkably the names of the early
settlers are repeated through the intermarriages of the few
families of the first years evidently without injury to the
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stock is shown by the marriage of Margaret’s daughter,
Priscilla, whose marriage to Humphrey Stites, in three gen-
erations, brings the family name back to the starting point.

From an earlier entry in the diary we have the follow-
ing aceount of the family of Thomas Leaming:—

‘“Thomas Leaming married Hannah daughter of Joseph
Whilldin the Elder, and had—

Esther, married William Eldredge.

Merey, married Samuel Eldredge.

Jane, married William Doubleday.

Phebe, married John Garlick.

Priseilla, married first John Stites, and after his death,
Jacob Hughes.

Christopher, married Deborah Hand.

Thomas, Mary Elizabeth Leaming.”’

But the interesting fact we have discovered is this, that
the grandmother of Priscilla, who married Humphrey Stites,
married as her second husband Jaccb Hughes, the great-
grandfather of the Rev. Dr. Daniel L. Hughes. Mrs. Priscilla
Hughes, wife of Jacob Hughes, was buried in Cold Spring
Cemetery, the inseription on her tomb reading: ‘‘Died Sep-
tember 21, 1758, aged 48.” Dr. Hughes reckoned back from
the date of her death, making her birth in the year of 1710,

In Thomag Leaming’s Amnecdotes, printed in Stillwell,
432 (Vol. 3) we find the date of the birth of Priscilla,
daughter of Thomas and Hannah Leaming, confirming our
conclusions as to the identity of the two Priscillas, Priscilla
Leaming was born 15 June, 1710, and is the Mrs. Priscilla
Hughes who lies in Cold Spring Cemetery, the ancestress of
Dr. Hughes and many of that name now living in Cape May
County.

Jacob Hughes, son of Jacoch and Priscilla Leaming
Hughes, born 9 August, 1746, died 20 March, 1796, married
Ann Lawrence (daughter of Rev. Daniel Lawrence) who
was born in August 1753. She married second Jeremiah
Edmonds, and died 27 November, 1817.
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The Wife of Ellis Hughes

The author has received the following note accompany-
ing a copy of the record of the family Bible of Franklin
Davenport Edmunds and Ann Marshall Edmunds, his wife:

‘‘Rev. Dr. Howe :—

““The following is written on a fly-leaf between the old
and new Testaments of the family Bible of Franklin D. and
Ann M. Edmunds, in front of the Registry of ‘Marriages,’
‘Births,” and ‘Deaths’; it is written in the hand of my grand-
father, Franklin D. Edmunds.

*‘“The Bible is not dated, but was published by Joseph N,
Lewis, at Baltimore. After the marriage of Mary Jane Ed-
munds, daughter of Franklin D. and Ann M. Edmunds, to
Joel Cook, Jr., the family records are in the handwriting of
the latter, up until the last two years when I have made the
entries,

Very truly,
FraNELIN D. EpMUNDS,
son of Henry Reeves and Ann (Welsh) Edmunds; grand-
son of Franklin D. and Ann M. Edmunds.”’

The following is the memorandum referred to above:—
““Ellis Hughes departed this life
on the 16th day of April, 1817,
in bhis 72nd year.
His father’s name was Ellis
and his mother’s name was
Hannah, of Welsh descent.
I have understood they
first settled on Long Island and
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finally on Cape May at ‘New
England’’ on what is now better
known as ‘Town Bank.’
Memo of
Thomas H. Hughes,
grandfather to
F. D. Edmunds.’’

The involved problem of the genealogical interpretation
of the will of Joseph Whilldin® will be further discussed in
the genealogical notes at the end of this volume; briefly the
facts of the record, agreeing with the coneclusions of the late
Major Charles Welsh Edmunds, whose careful work has been
consulted, are as follows, resting upon the foregoing docu-
ments :—Joseph Whilldin*, (Hannah Gorham?®, Desire How-
land?, John Howland!), names in his will (see page 27) his
daughter Hannah and his grandson Memucan (Memukin)
Hughes. The will of Ellis Hughes (page 29) names his wife
Hannah and his son Memuean Hughes. Hannah survived her
husband, and Ellis, born after Memucan, and expressly called
by Rev. Dr. Hughes the brother of Memucan, was also the son
of Hannah.
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The Will of Jacob Hughes, 2nd

Jacob Hughes 2nd was born on the 9 of August, 1746,
and died on the 20 of March, 1796, and was buried in Cold
Spring Cemetery. Through the courtesy of Mr. Harry
Hughes the writer has been permitted to examine Jacob
Hughes’ will, an instrument of great interest in confirming
the Pilgrim genealogical record. (See page 36.)

The will begins: ‘“The Will of Jacob Hughes of the
County of Cape May,’” and the date is 1795, but the last page
is missing. Mention is made of his wife Ann (Lawrence),
his sons, Jacob, Jeremiah, James R., Daniel; and of his
daughters, Mary and Elizabeth. The testator was a man of
large wealth and influence in the community, as shown by the
dispesition of his several plantations, and the evident extent
of his household. FExcept in the case of his son Daniel, the
several plantations are given to the son named and his male
heirs forever, to daughters and heirs. The following extracts
show the unusual wealth of the testator and throw light upon
a little known fact in the domestic life of the ancestors:

“I give unto my daughter Mary Hughes a Legacy of One
Hundred and Fifty Pounds and my negro wench Patience.

“I give unto my daughter Elizabeth Hughes a Legacy of
Two Hundred and Fifty Pounds, and my negro weneh
Dinah.

““I give unto my son Daniel Hughes One Hundred and

Fifty Pounds and my negro boy Julius.
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“I give unto my son Jacob Hughes my negro man
Zedebiah (Zebediah).

“I give unto my son James R. Hughes a Legaey of One
Hundred and fifty pounds and my negro Toney.’’

The mother of Jacob Hughes 2nd was Priscilla Leaming,
daughter of Hannah Whilldin* (Hannash Gorham?, Desire
Howland?, John Howland® the Pilgrim), as already given.
{See page 36).

Ann Lawrence, wife of Jacob Hughes 2nd was born in
Angust, 17563, died 27 November, 1817, (tombstone in Cold
Spring Cemetery). She was the daughter of the Rev. Daniel
Lawrence and his wife Sarah, whose tombstones are in the
above named cemetery. A biographical history of the family
is given on page 14 of ‘‘The Divine Covenant Fulfilled in
Pious Households’’ by the Rev. Daniel Lawrence Hughes,
and in the notes following the genealogical record of the
family will be given.
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The Session Book of the Lower Township
of Cape May, New Jersey

On the oceasion of the one hundred and seventy-fifth
anniversary of the origin and founding of the Cold Spring
Presbyterian Church, Cape May County, New dJersey, on
September 26th, 1889, the Rev. Daniel Lawrence Hughes, who
delivered the historical address said:—

¢ Unfortunately we cannot tell exactly the date of the
origin or founding of the Cold Spring Presbyterian Church.
It is greatly to be regretted that no church or sessional records
can be found for over omne-third of a century from its be-
ginning until the installation there of the Rev. Daniel Law-
rence in 1754. 'We are told that the first records of the
chureh available date from this period and that after 1808,
the church records were preserved; but where they are with
others that have been misplaced or consumed, I know not.”’

The historical address was afterwards published with
““A Chronclogical List of Persons Buried at Cold Spring
Cemetery”, and in a footnote on the sixth page we read:
““On May 12th, 1804, under the pastorate of Rev. David
Edwards, he having accepted a call presented to him from
the Cape May Chureh in 1804. The session was composed
of Rev. David Edwards and Messrs. Matthew Whilldin, James
‘Whilldin, Robert Edmunds, John Stites, and John Yates,
Elders.

*The minutes in this small ‘copy book’ closed with some
baptisms on May 19th, 1804, and the session unanimously
agreed to procure another book, better fitted for the purpose,
which was done, said to be ‘quarto bound with parchment’.

Signed by David Edwards.
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“‘There has been no knowledge of this ‘quarte bound with
parchment,” since the death of Mr. Edwards in 1813, but
that it was faithfully kept is now known, for in the winter
of 1903 the workmen who were moving the house formerly
occupied by the Rev. Moses Williamson, for forty-four years
a beloved pastor of the ehurch, found the book with others,
under the eaves where it had lain many years.

““It was my privilege to see this book in February 1904,
and recognizing at once its value to the Presbyterian Church,
and also to all descended from the people mentioned therein,
I made a literal copy of the entire book so it eould be pub-
lished and reach a larger number of those interested.

“Mr. Edwards wrote in a clear flowing hand, no blots
nor erasures marring the entire book.

¢“The entry of marriages and his own signature vary but
little until the year 1812, when there is so much variety that

cne may suspect that the warlike times affected even Session
Books.

““He recorded three deaths in December, 1813, including
his wife’s on December seventh: and his own death on Decem-
ber thirtieth of the same year, was recorded by another hand.’’

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Lawrence Hughes failed in his
evident purpose of publishing this wvaluable genealogical
record and did not suspect that the material contained therein
was largely a record of Pilgrim descendants in the County,
but the importance of the Session Book was recognized by
the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants, and in
1906 published at Boston in the official quarterly magazine of
that Society, having been contributed by Mrs. Annie Crowell
Rand. It is now for the first time printed in this State.
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The Record of Marriages

Davip Epwarps, Pastor.

The record of marriages solemnized by David Edwards

in the Lower Township of Cape May. And this record
has peculiar reference to those belonging to his own eongre-
gation—direetly or indirectly, that is to say, that one or the
other of the parties belonging to, and resided within the
bounds of the eongregation.

11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18

19

20
21

22
23

24

25

Married by D. E. Febry 2nd 1804 Stephen Pierson Jun
to Elizabeth Reeve.

March 15th Married Robert Hanley to Ella Bradford
—D. E.

May 16th Married Zacheus Ray to Ann Pierson—D. E.

May 17th Married Joseph Smith to Ronami Shaw—D. E,

July 30th Married Robert Corgee to Phebe Schellenger
—D. E.

August 17th Married George Cresse to Judith Swain

Nov 4th Thos Hand (Married) to Laviza Hand—D. E.

Nov 12th Married Dr. D1l. Hughes to Charlotte Bennet
—D. E.

Nov 20th Married Reuben Foster to Nancy Edmunds
—D. E.

Nov 21st Married Samuel Thomas to Sarah Swain—D. E.

Febry 9th, 1805, Married Enoch Eldridge to Elizabeth
Eldridge—D. E.

Feb 24th Married Elisha Hand to Phebe Willis—D. E.

March 18th Married George Hand to Experience Smith
—D. E.

April 9th Married John Marcay (sic) to Hannah
Eldredge—D. E.

July 3rd 1805 Married Ezra Hand to Mary White—D, E.
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26

27
28

29

30
31
32
33

34
35

36
37
38

39
40

41
42
43

44
45
46
47

48
49

Nov 30th Married Phillip Bennet to Susannah Weithman
—D. E.

Dee 24th Married Elijah Hays to Hannah Foster—D. E.

Janry 29th Married John Church to Elizabeth Hughes
—D. K.

Febry 1st 1806 Married Glasco Wms to Emy Frederick
—-D. E.—Colored People.

Ditto Married Wm Coachman to Bina Almer—D. E.

Feb 8th Married Nathl Hand to Rachel Hughes—D, E.

May 15th Married Caleb Woolson to Nancy Reeve—D. E.

Jan 28th 1807 Married Dd Russel to Sarah Robinson
—D. E.

Feb 13th Married John Shaw to Hannah Wicks—D. E.

March 10th Married Dd Yates to Elizabeth Hughes
—D. E.

Oct 9th Married Greorge Taylor to Naomi Hughes—D. E.

Nov 28th Married Wm Hughes to Elizabeth Buck—D. E.

Jan 14th 1808 Married Isaac Vanmeter to Sarah Buck
—D. E.

Feb 17th Married Jacob Hand to Laviza Clark—D. E.

March 22nd Married James Schellinger to Lydia Whill-
din—D. E.

April 13th Married Thos. Pierson to Sarah Reeve—D. E.

April 22nd Married Jacob Epler to Mary Clark—D. E.

April 26th Married Downs Edmunds to Elizabeth Stil-
well—D. E.

June 10th 1808 Married Joseph Ware to Harriet Whill-
din—D. E.

Aug 24th Married John Ames to Sarah Connell—D, E.

Oct 20th Married Dd Reyons to Nanecy Almer—D. E.

Jan 16th 1809 Married Gideon Palmer to Ruth Hand
—D. E.

Feb 2nd Married Harvey Teal to Sarah Bacon—D. E.

March Tth Married Isaac Whilldin to Mahala Edmunds
—D, Edwards
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50
51

22
53

54

56

57

58

39

60
61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

May 14th Married Stepben Stimpson to Sophia Corgee

June 18th Married James Thompson fto Mary Swain
—D. Bdwards

Ditto Married David Swain to Elizabeth Corson—D. E.

Aug 5th Married Saml Richardson to Elizabeth Eldridge
—D. E.

Dec 5th Married Lieutenant Joshua Townshend to Sarah
Schellenger—

Dec 12th Married by D. Edwards James Townshend to
Elizabeth Schellenger.

Dee 17th 1809 Married Jonathan Crawford to Hannah
Crowell—D. E.

Feb 10th 1810 Married Capn James Swain to Elizabeth
Swain—D. E.

March 10th 1810 Married Enos Schellenger to Eliza Mills
—D. E.

April 1st, 1810 Married Peter Humphreys to Marriah Cox
—people of colour

May 15th 1810 Married John Ross to Rachel Hand—D. E.

June 21st 1810 Married Stevens Stimpson to Phebe Cor-
gee—D, E.

July 11th 1810 Married Harvey Hand to Catherine Swain
—D. E.

Aug 20th 1810 Married Evin Edmonds to Anna Hand
—D. E.

Nov 13th 1810 Married Thos Pierson to Nancy Banecroft
—D. E.

Nov 20th 1810 Married John Steward to Harriet Hand
—D. E.

Dec 18th 1810 Married Robert Parsons to Elizabeth Ed-
munds—D. E.

April 8th 1811 Married Thomas Buck to Luzinda Gilbert
-—D. E.

Sept 24th 1811, Married Reuben Swain to Sarah Reeds
(sie)—D. E.,
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69

50

71
72

73
74

75

76

77

78

79

80

81

32

83

84
85

March 16th 1812 Married Isaae Smith Esq to Miss Judith
Hand—D. E.

April 8th 1812 Married John Bancroft, Junr to Deborah
Kent—D. E.

May 6th 1812 Married Jacob Corson to Lois Yates—D. E.

May 18th 1812 Married Jesse Crammer to Sarah Rankins
—D. E.

June 25th Married John Church to Mary Taylor—D. E.

Married Ezekiel Stevens on Monday the 15th of June 1812
to Lois Higgins—D. E.

Married Matthew Hand on the 21st of July 1812 to
Rhodda Hughes,—D. E.

Married by the subscriber Rd Schellenger to Hannah
Buck on the 24th of Oct 1812,

Married on the 24th of Dec 1812 Stephen Pierson to
Christiana High—D. E.

Dec 25th 1812 Married John Shaw to Martha Clark—by
me David Edwards.

Married Dee 31st 1812 Richard Edmonds to Lydia
Hughes—by me D. E.

Jan 8th 1813 Married Virgil Davis to Elizabeth Crowell
—by me D. E.

Jan 19th 1813 Married Bat to Emy—people of colour—
by me D. E.

Married Black Abraham to Susan—people of colour
—D. E.

July 11th 1813 Married Thos J. Curtis to Philomela Shaw
—D. E.

Oct 9th 1813 Married John Shaw to Mary Swain—D. E.

QOct 16th 1813 Married Ellis Hughes Junr to Sarah Hig-
gins—D. E.

Quarto 2nd.

{A continuance of quarto 1st]

The Records of marriages are to be found at the close of

this Quarto.

for
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The asterisk mark is for the dead. *
The obelisk for dismissed by certificate. %

[P 1] BSeptember 24th 1808. The session of the Presby-
terian church of Cape May met at the Parsonage house, ac-
cording to appointment and constitfuted with prayer.

Members present Messr Matthew Whilldin, John Stites Jr,
Robert Edmunds, Elders.

David Edwards, minister.

John Bencroft, Miary Buck, 1Ann Ways, Elizabeth Ed-
munds, Martha Thomas, and Abigail Schellenger applied for
admission into the church [who being examined were admitted
to the sealing Ordinances of the church of Christ.

Concluded with prayer.

[P 2] Martha Thomas and Mary Buck having not been
baptized in their infancy were baptized the 1st of October, the
day preceding the Sacrament.,

At different Sessions appointed on Nov 12th 1808. March
24th 1809—DMay 5th 1809—And met at the Parsonage house.

Members present, Matthew Whilldin, John Stites, Robert

Edmunds, Elders.
David Edwards.

Constituted with prayer.

47

educational purposes under the fair use doctrine



Paul Sturtevant Howe

All  documents provided

Mayflower Pilgrim Descendants in Cape May County

MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS IN CAPE MAY COUNTY

The following persons applied for admission fo the sealing

ordinances of the church.

[P 3] Thomas Stillwell
Liavisa Bennet

Judith Hughes

Abigail Bencroft %
Ester Rankins

Rachel Crawford
Amelia Eldridge

Henry Stevens [to be restored]
Abigail Hughes
Tryphena Edmunds
George Baker

Martha Baker

Uriah Hand

Edmund Ireland

Mary Bennet

Samuel Eldridge

Jane Eldridge %

Levi Eldridge

Elizabeth Eldridge
John Clark

Patience Clark *

Laviza Schellenger
Sarah Ames

Philomela Stevens
Charlotte Stites

James Smith i

Tabitha Whilldin %
Abigail Stites

Harriet Beyers %
Stephen Stimptson
Samuel Watson  reed by
Catherine Watson letter

[P 4] Who being examined were considered as worthy
objects of admission and aceordingly were admitted.

Coneluded with prayer.

Thomas Stilwell, Laviza Bennet, Judith Hughes, Abigail

Bencroft, Esther Rankins, Rachel Crawford, Uriah Hand,
George Baker, Edmund Ireland, Laviza Schellenger, Sarah
Ames, Philomela Stevens, James Smith, Charlotte Stites, Abi-
gail Stites, Stephen Stimptson, having not been baptized in
their infaney were introduced into the church by the Ordin-
ance of Baptism—16.
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{P 5] November 20th 1808 were baptized

1 John Edwards Children of
2 Alexander Edwards Dl & Jane Edwards

3 Elizabeth Bencroft

4 Phebe Bencroft

5 Roberts Edmunds Bent Children of

6 Thos Hand Beneroft Miller & Abigal Beneroft.
7 Miller Bencroft

8 Abigail Benecroft

9 Joseph Ways

10 William Wayws Children of -

11 Harriet Ways Joseph & Ann Ways.

12 John Ways

13 Hetty Schellenger

14 Washington Schellenger Children of

15 Samuel Schellenger DI & Abigal Schellenger
16 Daniel Schellenger

[P6] 17 William Buck Son of Wm & Mary Buck.
18 Daniel Bencroft A child of John and

Elizabeth Beneroft.
Until April Presbytery 1809.
May 7th 1809, Baptized—

1 John Beyers Children of
2 Joseph Beyers and Harriet Beyers

May 14th 1809, The sacrament of the Lord’s supper was
administered and the above name Thos Stilwell, Laviza Ben.

net were received into the full communion of the Churech.
Total 32.
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[P. 7.] June 4th 1809. Were baptized the following

ehildren.
3 Elizabeth Eldridge
4 Levi Eldridge The children of
5 Ester Eldridge Levi & Elizabeth Eldridge
6 Jeremiah Edmunds Ege
T George Schellenger A child of
James & L. Schellenger.
8 Jonathan Whilldin A child of
Jon & Tabitha Whilldin.
9 George Bennet
10 William Bennet The children of
11 Mary Ann Bennet John and Mary Bennet.
12 Hannah Stites
13 Rachel Stites The children of
14 Wm Stites Nathan & Charlotte Stites

15 Leis Stites
[P.8.] Baptized Sept 10th 1809

16 Richard Smith

17 Martha Smith The children of
18 Judith Smith James Smith.
19 Anna Foster A child of
Dd Foster & his wife.
20 Joseph Hays The children of
21 Hannah Hays Elijah & Hannah Hays
22 Elizabeth Schellenger A child of Jn Schellenger

At the different Sessions held on August 4th, October
8 & 13 1809. The following persons applied for admission
into the church thro its sealing ordinances.
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—who being examined were reeceived and admitted into full

communion Octr 15th, Viz;

{P 91 1 Hannah Foster *
2 Sarah Schellenger
3 Tabitha Buck

4 Mary Miller

5 John Ames *®

6 Judith Hand

7 Hannah Hays %

8 Mary Hughes

9 Harriet Ware
10 Ester Edmunds
11 Richd Edmunds
12 Sarah Leaming *
13 Phebe Hand
14 Daniel Crowell
15 Daniel Andrew
16 Hannah Andrew
17 Frederick Buck

18 Rebeeca Weithman
19 Zereviah Schenck

20 Judith Cresse

21 Jane Edwardg
22 Stilwell Shaw

23 Sarah Crowell
24 Sarah Smith *
25 Sarah Hand

26 Sarah Vanmeter
27 Rebeeea Merret
28 Elizabeth Hand
29 Hannah Eldridge
30 Martha Stites *
31 Aaron Schellenger
32 Isaae Vanmeter
33 John Crowell

34 Fany Schellenger
35 Ann Hand

36 Johanna Benecroft
37 Emi Williams

[P. 10] The following of the above named persons
{adults) were baptized, October 14th 1809,

1 Hannah Foster
2 Ester Edmunds
3 Richard Edmunds
4 Tabitha Buck
5 Daniel Crowell
6 Hannah Andrew
7 Phebe Hand
8 Zereviah Schenck
9 Judith Cresse
10 Hannah Hays
11 Mary Hughes
12 Harriet Ware
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13 Elizabeth Hand
14 Martha Stites

15 Hannah Eldredge
16 Isaac Vanmeter
17 John Crowell

18 Stilwell Shaw

19 Sarah Smith

20 Sarah Crowell

21 Sarah Vanmeter
22 Fany Schelienger
23 Ann Hand

24 Johanna Bencroft
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On the same day October 14th the following children were
dedicated unto the Lord by baptism.

[P. 11.] 23 Hannah Stevens
24 Wm Stevens

25 Rebecca Stevens

26 Henry Steveng

27 Daniel Stevens

28 Stilwell Stevens

The children of
Dl & Philomela Stevens,

29 Margaret Buck
30 Isaac Buck

31 Frederick Buck The children of
382 Hannah Buck Frederick Buck.
33 Mary Buck
34 Art Hughes The children of
35 Mary Ann Hughes Israel & Mary Hughes,
36 Tryphene Edmunds A child of
Downs & Elizath Es,
37 David Edwards A child of

D4 & Jane Edwards.

38 Richard Crawford
39 Joseph Crawford

The children of
Richd & Rachel Crawiford,

[P 12] On the aforesaid day, October 14th, three ruling
elders were also set apart to said office having been chosen and
propounded at a suitable season before hand—Namely Stephen
Pierson Samuel Watson and Ephriam Kent. On October the
15th, 1809 the Sacrameunt of the Lord’s supper was admin-
istered to upwards of 100 communicants.
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[P.13] Novr 5th 1809 were baptized

40 Aaron Eldredge
41 Eliza Eldredge
42 Joseph Eldredge
43 Wm Eldredge
44 Stilwell Eldredge

45 Sarah Schellenger
46 Mary Schellenger
47 Judith Schellenger
48 Aaron Schellenger

49 John Vanmeter
50 Anna Merret
51 Elizabeth Merret

52 Zabitha Haund*
53 Zabbiah Hand?
54 Jacob Stites Hand?

[P. 14]

55 Catherine Hughes Andrew

56 Jesse Hughes Andrews
57 Lois Andrews

58 Mary Ann Taylor

59 Saml Fithian Ware
80 Deborah W. Ware
61 James Whilldin Ware

62 Joseph Ware

63 Nathan Moestander

purposes  under
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The children of
Aaron & Hannah Eldredgs

The children of

Aaron Schellenger,

A child of
Isaac & S. Vanmeter,

The children of
John & Rebecea Merret.

The children of
Thos & Sarrah Hand.

Novr 12th 1809 Were baptized

The children of
Dl & Hannah Andrew

Under the care of H. Ware

The children of
Joseph & Deborah Ware.

of Joseph & Harriet Ware.

Under the care of
Dl & Liydia Crowell.
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Novr 19th 1809

64 Franklin Williams
65 George W. Williams

The children of
Glasco & Emi Williams,

[P. 15] Dec 12th 1809 Baptized.

66 Charlotte Stites The children of

87 Mary Stites Thos & Martha Stites.
68 Smith Stites

Deer 17th 1809

69 John Crowell A ¢hild of

John & Abigal Crowell,
March 16th 1810

70 Thomas Clark
71 James B, Clark

The children of
John & Patience Clark,

Ending April 1810

Dismissed by letters 5 of those adults received into the
communion of the church between April 1809 & 1810—
Namely, Harriet Beyers, James Smith, Samuel Eldredge, Jane
Eldredge and Tabitha Whilldin, April 1810,

[P. 16] March 30th 1810. The Session met according
to appointment at the parsonage-house and was constituted
with prayers. Members present

Messrs Matthew Whilldin, John Stitesz, Robert Edmunds,
Stephen Pierson, Samuel Watson, Ephriam Kent, Elders.
David Edwards, Pastor.

The following applied for admission into the chureh,
thro’ its sealing ordinances, Viz, Lydia Corgee, Drusilla Schel-
lenger, Pryssilla Schellenger, Hannah Leaming.
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{P. 17] Rhoda Teal, Silas Matthias, Eleanor Matthias,
Sarah Woolson, Abigal Crowell, Gyls Cox, Rheum (the two
last people of color)—All the above were baptized by adult
baptism, except Eleanor Matthews & Abigal Crowell who had
been baptized in their infancy. And all were returned as
above described at the last stated meeting of Presbytery April
1810. Coneluded with prayer.

May 3rd 1810. Baptized.

1 Robert Corgee Children of
2 Anna Sophia Corgee George Corgee & his wife.

[P. 18] May 15th 1810. Baptized.

3 ————— Weithman The children of

4 ——— Weithman Mrs. Weithman,

5 Bennet Weithman

6 Sarah Williams A child of ,
Glasco & Emi Williams,

May 16th the session met according to appointment and
was constituted with prayer.

Members present, Messrs Matthew Whilldin, John Stites,
Robert Edmunds, Stephen Piersons, Samuel Watson, Ephriam

Kent, Elders.
David Edwards, Pastor.

[P.19] The following persons applied for admission into
the church; Viz,

Pena Shaw, Merey Foster, Debro Isard, Sarah Teal,
Lazinda Gilbert, Deborah Borney, Sarah Brown, Richd Crof-
ford*, Joel Brown, Jeremiah Ewing, Joan (a woman of
colour)—11. Who were after examination received. Conclud-
ed with prayer. 9 of the above were baptized on Saturday, 26,
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Viz, Deborah Barney, Deborah Isard, Pena Shaw, Lazinda
Gilbert, Sarah Brown, Richd Crawford, Joel Brown, Jeremish

Ewing, Joan. In all 9.

The sacrament of the Lord’s supper was [P. 20] admin-

istered unto the church.

The number of communicants in all, 131.

Between April 1809 & 1810, 5 were dismissed by certi
ficates; Viz, Herriet Beyers, James Smith, Samuel and Jane

Eldredge & Tabitha Whilldin.

Hannah Hays an absentee! ! !

[P. 211 Baptized, May 20th.

7 Ann Eliza Ways
8 Mary Mills

Baptized, June 17th.
9 Jane White Eldridge

10 Wm Bacon Teal

11 Charlotte Swain

12 George Cresse
13 John Hand Cresse

14 Art Beneroft
15 Samuel Swain Beneroft

56

educational purposes under the

fair

A child of
Joseph & Ann Ways,

A child of
Ephriam & Mary Mills.

A child of
Levi & Elizth Eldredge.

A child of
Harvey & Sarah Teal.

of Samuel & Judith Swain
of George & Judith Cresse,

The children of
Miller Beneroft.
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[P. 22] 16 Wm Matthews

17 Eleanore Matthews The children of

18 Hannah Matthews Silas & Eleanr Matthews.
19 Thos Matthews

20 Swain Shaw

21 Mary 8, Shaw The children of

22 Parsons E. Shaw Stillwell and Phena Shaw.
23 William Shawe

24 Jacob Teal

95 Clarissa Teal The children of

26 Jeremiah Teal Eli and Rhodda Teal.
27 David Teal

28 Lievi Teal

29 James Hand A child of Abi Benecroft,
October 1, 1810.

80 Isaac Vanmeter A child of
Isaae & Sarah Vanmeter,
[P. 23] 81 James Hand The children of
82 Martha Hand George & Elith Hand.
83 Charlotte Bennet A child of

John & Mary Bennet.

QOectober 12, 1810, The session met according to appoint-
ment. Membhers present

Matthew Whilldin John Stites, Robert Edmunds, Stephen
Pierson, Ephriam Kent, Samuel Watson, Elders.

David Edwards, Minister, constituted with prayer.

The following persons applied for [P.24] admission into
the church, Viz, Miller Bencroft, Elizabeth Church (Daniel
Church’s wife), Elizabeth Church (John Church’s wife, a
pilot), and Theti, a black woman, the wife of James Lively.
Who after being examined and the session having obtained
satisfaction of their experience, knowledge and motives were
admitted into full communion of the church on the 21st of
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October, being the day appointed for the celebration of the
Lord’s supper. The Rev. Nathl Irvin assisted on said day.
[P. 25] ‘Theti Lively, having not been baptized in her in-
faney, was infroduced into the church privileges thro’ the
ordinances of baptism on Oect 20th the day preceeding the
administration of the Lord's supper.

Novr 13th 1810. Died. Richard Crawford a communi-
cating member of this church. March 15th 1811, The session
of this church met according to appointment and constituted
with prayer. Members present, Matthew Whilldin, John
Stites, Robert Edmunds, Stephen Pierson, Ephriam Xent,
David Edwards.

[P. 26] Priscilla Ireland and Thomas Hand applied for
admission to the full communion of the echurch, who after be-
ing examined, were accordingly admitted. Coneluded with

prayer.
Baptized on Sunday Mareh 17th 1811, the following
children.
34 Priscilla A child of
Thos & Sarah Hand.
35 Daniel Crowell A child of
Joseph & Harriet Ware.
36 Memuean A child of
Israel & Mary Hughes.
37 George A child of
Aaron & Hannah Eldredge
38 Thomas A ehild of
Thos & Martha Stites.
39 A child of
Frederick & Tabitha Buck,
40 Samuel
41 Seth The children of
42 Constant Aaron and Mary Miller,
43 Mary
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[P. 27] 44 Sarah The children of

45 Aaron Aaron & Mary Miller,
46 Henry

47 Elizabeth

48 Sarah The children of

49 Mary Henry & Deborah Isard.
50 Isaae

51

Marech 24th 1811, Baptized Thos Hand and Pricilla
Ireland, adults; and also the following infants

Susie Bennet * The children of
Phebe Smith Jerh & Martha Thomas.
Sarah
A child of
52 Mason John & Abigal Crowell.
[P. 28] 53 Elizabeth Children of
54 George Jacob & Nancy Foster.
55 Rachel
56 Lucy Beanet Children of
57 Phebe Smith Jeremiah & Martha Thos.
58 Sarah
Regularly returned and recorded in the minutes of Pres-
bytery.
April 17th 1811,

May 10th 1811. The Session met according to appoint-
ment and constituted with Prayer. Members present, Robert
Edmunds, Stephen Pierson, Samuel Watson, Elders, & D.
Edwards, Minister. Absent Matthew Whilldin, John Stites &
Ephriam Kent.

[P. 29] The following named persons applied for ad-

mission into the church, namely, Naomi Taylor, Mary Hand,
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and Hannah Leaming, the last one named although having
been examined & received about a year past, Did not come
forward to the Lord’s supper now applied de Novo and is ad-
mitted as well as the other two te the ordinances of God’s
house. Concluded with prayer.

Adjourned to meet the 18th of May, at the Parsonage-
house, at 10 O’Clock, A. M.

[P.30] May 18th 1811. Met according to adjournment.
Present, Messrs. John Stites, Robert Edwards, Stephen Pier-
sons, Ephrim Xent & Samuel Watson, Elders and David Ed-
wards, pastor.

Rachel Hughes and Elizabeth Hughes, applied for ad-
mission into the church which was granted.

May 19th 1812. Were baptized, Mary Hand & Eliza-
beth Hughes. 2 were baptized and also,

1 Alfred The children of
2 Ruth Henry Pierson & wife,
[P.31] 8 ————m Children of
7, Dnl and Elizabeth Church.
5
6 Abigal Stites A child of
Downs & Elizth Edmunds.
T Charlotte A child of

Nathn & Charlotte Stites.
July 21st Baptized by Revd James K. Birch.

8 Anna Robertson Edwards A ehild of
E. D. & Jane Edwards.

9 Rhodda Corgee Children of St Stimpson &
10 Robert Corgee Stimpson Phebe, hig wife.
11 Naney Children of
12 Joanna James & Theter Lively.
60
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[P. 32] DPatience Clark, a member of this church died.
Lios Higgins, a member of a long standing in this church
died triumpant in the Lord on the 5th of Sept 1811. John
Ames also & member of this church was removed from time
into eternity on the 15th of Sept 1811. Went to bed as well
as usual, and in one hour after any indisposition was per-
ceived, was a breathless corpse ! !!

Baptized the same Fall John Maeray and Mrs. Lydia
Hughes.

[P. 33] Sept 25th 1811. Died Sarah Smith, the consort
of Isaac Smith, Esqf. a member of this church. Be ye there-
fore ready for the hour ye know not, the Son of man eometh.
May the memory of this worthy woman be perserved.

Andrew Higgins, the husband of Lois Higgins whose de-
cease is noticed on the opposite page, died the 26th of Dec 1811,
and left after him 3 protectless daughters., A member in fall
communion. Sarah Leaming, died a member of this church.

[P. 34] October 29th 1811. The Session of this church
met according to appointment. Members present, Matthew
Whilldin, Robert Edmunds, Stephen Pierson and John Stites,
Elders & David Edwards, pastor.

The following persons applied for admission into the priv-
ileges of the church, which upon an examination was granted,
namely, Judith Eldredge, Hannah Macray, Nancy Foster.

April 5th 1812, Baptized.

13 Franklin Lively A child of
James & Hety Lively.

13 children, 5 adulis—18. Reported to Presbytery.
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[P.35} Mhay 8th 1812 The Session met according to ap-
pointment. Members present Matthew Whilldin, Rbt Ed-
munds, Stephen Pierson and E. D. Edwards.

The following persons applied for admission into the full
eommunion of the church., Mrss Jeremiazh Ewing Senr and
Clarissa, Foster.

May 17th Baptized, Clarissa Foster. 1 adulf, Clarissa
Foster.

Infants.

1 Jeremiah Eldredge Foster Children of
2 James Macray John & Hannah Maeray.

[P. 36] 3 —————— Children of
4 John & Elizth Church.
5

10 O’clock A. M. May 23rd 1812. The Session met at the
Parsonage-house agreeably to adjournment when and where
Mrs. Jacob Foster applied for admission into the church,
which was granted. On the ensuing day, May 24th the
Sacrament at the Lord’s supper was administered to about a
hundred & fifty communicants in the presence of a numerous
assembly.

[P. 37] Died June the 10th 1812, Mary Pierson the
consort of Stephen Pierson, Senr,

The Session of the ehurch met agreeably to appointment,
the 30th of October 1812. The following persons applied for
admission into the full communion of the church, Viz; Lydia
Hughes, Eliza Richardson, and Rhodda Hand, to be readmit-
ted after being a wandering Methodist.

In the month of October 1812, Miartha Stites, a communi-
cating member of this church, departed this life. Also Han-
nah Foster, 71 years old, died on the 29th October, 1812.
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[P. 38] Adjourned to meet at the Parsonage house on
the 6th of Novr 1812, 10 o’clock when and where Elijah El-
dredge, Martha Hand applied for admission into the church,
which request was granted. Elizabeth Richardson and Mrs.
Hand were baptized on the date above written and also 6th,
Isaac Merret, a child of Jn & Rebecca Merret.

Elijah Eldredge, departed this life on the 11th of Novr
1812, after a standing of only 5 days in the fellowship of the
church.

[P. 39] Departed this life Henry Stephens, a member
of this church in full eommunion, a sensible and worthy man.

May 13th 1813. Died Major Joseph Hughes, who altho’
not & member of this church, was a useful member of the
congregation having been a member of the corporation for a
great many years, and a clerk and treasurer for seven years
past, which office he discharged with fidelity and satisfaction
to the choreh and eongregation. Dd Edwards.

[P. 40] May 14th 1813. The Session of this church met
according to appointment. Members present, Matthew Whill-
din, John Stites, Robert Edmunds, Ephraim Kent, Stephen
Pierson, Elders, Dd Edwards, Pastor.

May 14th, 1813. Applied for admission into the full
communion of the chureh the following persons Viz; Isaac
Whilldin, Mahalla Whilldin, Amelia Ewing, Elizath Parsons,
Catherine Schenck, and Judith Eldredge.

[P. 41] May 22nd 1813. The Session met agreeably to
adjournment at the Parsonage house; members present as be-
fore. The following persons applied for church privileges,
namely, David Hughes, Phebe Stimpson, William Hughes,
Elizath Eldredge, Miary Bennet. In all 16. Mary Bennet,
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By certificate 6—22. Sarah Mulford, Hannah Thos. Last
fall 5—27. Ruenni Foster, Hannah Crawford.
[P, 42] May 22nd 1813. Baptized the following,

Named adults. Infants on the same day.
Amelia Ewing 7 Albert Henry, Cap Huhges.
Elizabeth Parsons 8 Johanna Edmunds
Wm Hughes 9 Sarah Hand
Mary Bennet 10 Jane Edmunds
Naney Bennet 11 Silag Matthews
Sarah Mulford 12 Caroline Hughes
Catherine Schenck 14 Ester Wms Hughes
Reuemmi Foster 15 Aaron Teal
Hannah Thos ' 16

Judith Eldridge

[P. 43] December 7th 1813. Died, Jane Edwards the
eonsort of David Edwards, the pastor of the church to which
this session book belongs, aged 34, abruptly taken from time
into eternity, leaving behind her a disconsolate husband and
4 helpless children!!! A communicating member—102.

December 10th died David Whilldin a promising young
man, (the son of Matthew Whilldin, Esqr. a ruling elder of
this chureh for many years) indisposed. Alas! the brittle
thread of life.

[P. 44] Died on the 17th Charlotte Hughes, the consort
of Dr Daniel Hughes, in the bloom of life, aged 33.

Received into full ecommannion since the Death of Rev.
David Edwards, Sarah Edmunds, October 1814.

Jesse Hughes

Hannah Hughes May 19th Day, 1815,
Sarah Hugheg
Aaron Teal, Senr

Children Bin Baptized.

Lot Buek, sun of Th Buck.

Thomas Stites, sun of T. Hand.
Elizabeth Edmunds, Dautor of T. Hand.

Elizabeth Parsons. The above was baptized by the Rev.
Mr Reeves.
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[P. 45] Thursday, August 24th 1815. The Session met
agreeably to appointment at the house of Daniel Crowell and
constituted with prayer by George W. Janvier, Pastor of the
church in Pitts Grove, who being appointed to supply the
church here on the ensuing Sabbath moderated the meeting
of session.

Thomas Ross, Jonathan Crawford & Aaron Shaw, applied
for admission into the full communion of the churech & the
two last for Baptism. And on Saturday Aug 26th 1815, the
said Jonathan Crawford & Aaron Shaw were upon profession
of the Faith baptized by the said George W. Janvier, after
devine service. At the same time the following children were
baptized, Viz;

[P. 46] Jonathan, William and Elizabeth the three in-
fant children of Jonathan Crawford above named and Hannah
his wife. Also John Schellinger infant child of John Schel-
linger and Catharine his wife.

[P. 47] The sessional Records.
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John Howland, the Pilgrim

The general history of the men who founded Plymouth
Colony in New England begins with the events described in
Bradford’s manuseript History of Plymouth Plantation,
pages 11 to 14, ending with the words, ‘‘Seeing they could no
longer continue in yt condition they resolved to get over into
Holland as they could which was in ye year 1607 & 1608.°7
The sufferings of the Pilgrims in England is a part of general
history which it is not the purpose of this introduection to dis-
cuss. The general history of the colony comes to an end with
the last meeting of the Board of Assistants, April 15, 1692.
From this time Plymouth is merged with Massachuseits Bay
and ceases to exist as an independent colony.

The word *‘Pilgrim’’ is often used to include the early
settlers who came to Plymouth in the three ships, the May-
flower, 1620, the Fortune, 1621, and the Ann, 1623. The
word is here limited to those men, women and children who
came in the Mayflower in 1620. The high resolution of the
colony of Separatists from the Church of England to leave
Holland and seek a home for themselves and their children in
the New World made them pilgrims from that time.

The history of the Pilgrim Fathers properly begins early
in 1620 with the visit to the band of Separatists at Leyden of
Mr. Thomas Weston, of London, who offered to furnish funds
for the proposed migration to the New World. Mr. Weston
associated with him some seventy merchants who, as a matter
of speculation, offered to take stock at ten pounds per share for
the purpose of promoting the enterprise. (Bradford’s Manu-
seript, page 54.) This offer made the migration possible.

The account of the life at Serocby, the eseape to Amster-
dam and the removal to Leyden, is preliminary to the great
drama whose epic period is the subject of this short outline.
Briefly, the introductory facts are as follows: In 1607 a large
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ship was hired by members of the congregation at Secrooby,
which was to take a portion of the company to Holland. They
embarked during the mnight, but in spite of caution, were
forced to return, and their leaders were imprisoned. (Brad-
ford, pages 16, 17.) In the spring of 1608 another attempt
was made; Bradford and a few others landed at Flushing at
this time. By August, 1608, the whole company were in Am-
sterdam. After about a year, aceording to Bradford (nine
months, actually), one hundred removed to Leyden, ‘A fair
& bewtifull citie and of sweete situation, but made more
famous by ye Universitie.”’

Their pastor, John Robinson, was honored by the Uni-
versity, and the eongregation grew to ‘‘not much fewer than
three hundred communicants.”” (Young’s Chronicles; but
Goodwin, in The Pilgrim Republic, page 35, where Young is
quoted, places the number at not less than five hundred.) It
is remarkable that neither Bradford, Mourt or other manu-
scripts mention the exact place of residence in England.
That this was Serooby was the discovery of the Rev. Joseph
Hunter, whose work, ‘‘The Founders of New Plymouth,’’ was
published in 1849,

The Pilgrims did not leave Holland because of persecu-
tion or disability, civil or religious. Under the wise policy of
Prince Maurice, eivil and religious liberty was granted all,
and the salaries of the clergy of all religions were paid in
part by the state, with the exception of the Separatists, whom
the Dutch ignored out of deference to the King of England,
while personally vespecting and honoring them. (Bradford,
page 26; Goodwin, page 34.)

The agreement between the Merchant Adventurers and
the expectant Pilgrims was signed July 1, 0. 8., 1620, and
was on the basis of an equal division of the colony’s posses-
sions at the end of seven years between the Adventurers and
the colonists, This included all the property of the eolonists,
houses and garden plots, and the hardness of the terms im-
posed was immediately a caunse of controversy. As a matter
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of faect, this division was never made; in 1627 the eolonists
bought out the Adventurers. (Bradford, pages 56, 57, 75.)

On or near the last day of July, the younger and stronger
of the congregation left Leyden for Delft-Haven, the place
of embarkation. Robinson’s famous sermon on the text, Ezra
8:21, was preached at this time; ‘“ And there at the river by
Ahava I proclaimed a fast, that we might humble ourselves
before our God, and seek of him a right way for us, and for
all our children, and all our substance.”” So affecting was
the seene of the parting of old and young, of husbands and
wives, that the people of Delft-Haven held it in memory
twenty-five years later. (Goodwin, page 59.)

“So they lefte yt goodly & pleasante citie which had been ther
resting place near 12 years; but they knew they pilgrims & looked
not much on those things, but lift up their eyes to ye heavens, their
dearest cuntrie and quieted their spirits.”

The next morning the colonists embarked on the Speed-
well, a ship of sixty tons burden, and proceeded to South-
ampton. Here Weston, representing the Adventurers, de-
elined to make further advances, alleging that the Pilgrims
had broken their agreement in insisting upon the right to
retain their houses and garden plots at the division, and to
have a part of the working days of the week for their own
improvement. This was a part of the original contract
which, without the consent of the Pilgrims, had been modified
by their agent, Thomas Cushman. They remained at South-
ampton one week for the purpose of securing the necessary
stores, but, Weston having failed them, it was necessary to
gell provisions brought from Holland to obtain money for
port dues. On August 15, the emigrants proceeded im two
ships, the Speedwell and the Mayflower, the latter of ome
hundred and eighty tons burden. When four days out of
port, the Speedwell began to leak, and it was decided that the
two ships should put in at Dartmowth, where sixteen days
were spent in making repairs.

Again the voyage was begun, but when three hundred
mailes beyond Lands End, the Speedwell showed such signs of
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unseaworthiness that the passengers were compelled to aban-
don hope of continuing the voyage with her, and both ships
returned to harbor at Plymouth—the exact date is not known,
The Speedwell returned to her owners at London, carrying
with her eighteen of her thirty passengers, who now aban-
doned the undertaking, through fear or discontent, among
them Robert Cushman. The twelve remaining were added to
the ninety of the Mayflower list, making the total number one
hundred and two at the time of sailing. The final departure
of the Mayflower was on September 16, 0. S. The ship came
to anchor at Cape Cod sixty-seven days after the final em-
barking at Plymouth, ninety-nine days after leaving South-
hampton, one hundred and thirty-three days after leaving
Delft-Haven, and it was many months before the last of
the passengers were released from the ship.,

A great storm beset the ship in the middle of the ocean,
and it is at this time that the chronicler of the voyage, Wil-
liam Bradford, afterward governor of the colony, makes the
first mention of John Howland the Pilgrim :—

“After they had injoyed faire winds and weather for a season,
they were incountred many times with crosse winds, and mette
with many feirce stormes, with which ye shipe was shroudly
shaken, and her upper works made very leakie; and one of the
maine beames in ye mid ships was bowed & eraked, which put
them in some fear that ye shipe could not be able to perform ye
vioage. So some of ye cheefe of ye company, perceiveing ye mar-
iners to feare ye suffisiencie of ye shipe, as it appeared by their
mutterings, they entred into serious consultation with ye mr. &
other officers of ye ship, to consider in time of ye danger; and
rather to returne then to cast them selves into a desperate & inev-
itable perili. And truly ther was great distraction & differance of
opinion amongst ye mariners them selves; faine would they doe
what could be done for their wages sake, (being now half the seas
over), and on ye other hand they were loath to hazard their lives
too desperately. But in examening of all opinions, the mr. &
others affirmed they knew ye ship to be stronge & firme under
water; and for the buckling of ye maine beame, ther was a great
iron scrue ye passengers brought out of Holland, which would raise
ye beame into his place; ye which being done, the carpenter & mr.
affirmed that with a post put under i, set firme in ye lower deck, &
otherways bounde, he would make it sufficiente. And 2s for ye
decks & uper workes they would calke them as well as they eouid,
and though with ye workeing of ye ship they would not longe keep
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stanch, yet ther would otherwise be in no great danger, if they did
not overpress her with sails. So they comited them selves to ye
will of God, & reselved to proseede,

In sundrie of these stormes the winds were so feirce, & ve
seas s0 high, as they could not beare a knote of saile, but were
forced to hull, for divorce days togither. And in ome of them, as
they thus lay at hull, in a mighty storme, a lustie yonge man
{called John Howland) coming upon some occasion above ye grat-
tings, was, with a seele of ye shipe throwne into ye sea; but it
pleased Ged yt he caught hould of ye top-saile halliards, which
hunge over board, & rane out at length; yet he held his hould
(though he was sundrie fadomes under water) till he was hald up by
ye same rope to ye brime of ye water, and then with a boat hooke &
other m#ans got into ye shipe againe, & his life saved; and though
he was something ill with it, yet he lived many years after, and
became a probtable member both in church & commone wealthe.”

This is the first mention in history of the Pilgrim John
Howland.
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The Number and Character of the Mayfliower

Passengers

The number of passengers is variously given—one hun-
dred, one hundred and one, one hundred and two. In com-
puting the number who are entitled to be enrolled in the list
of Mayflower passengers, it must be remembered that five of
those who sailed on the Mayflower did not land at Plymouth,
and two landed at Plymouth who did not sail in the May-
flower. 'The ages of the passengers, as far as known, and the
dates of death have been collected from records, deeds, wills,
depositions and other documents, and are given in Goodwin,
page 183. It was a migration of families—men, women and
children—and not a mere fishing expedition or commercial
andertaking, as some have attempted to show. (Note, quot-
ing error of Hutchinson in Young, page 81.) Jones, captain
of the ship, and the erew were no part of the Pilgrim band;
but two seamen, nnder contract to remain a year, were in-
cluded in the number of colonists. Of the total number,
eighteen were women; nine were servants, probably minors;
thirty-three were children, of whom twenty-two were boys and
eleven girls, Two dogs—a spaniel and a mastiff—wers
brought over in the ship. For genealogical qualifications,
William Butten, who died on the voyage; Oceanus Hopkins,
who was born on the voyage; Peregrine White, who was born
while the ship lay at anchor at Cape Cod; as well as the two
seamen, who were considered by the Pilgrims a part of the
colony (Bradford, page 534), must be ineluded in the list of
Mayflower passengers.
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